1951 
April 29th- HE PLANS A JAMBOREE FOR THE WITCHES OF THE WORLD. This seminal article in the Sunday Pictorial clearly relates to Cecil Williamson’s museum on the Isle of Man, yet there is no explicit mention of it. Instead the emphasis is on ‘an international gathering of witches, wizards, sorcerers and witch-doctors’.

01 003  
July 29th- CALLING ALL COVENS. Three months after the first article, The Sunday Pictorial publishes a follow-up piece, this time describing the new museum as a ‘folklore centre’. 
01 004
October 28th: Here are the facts about the depraved practices that go on under the guise of BLACK MAGIC. With Hallowe’en imminent, Peter Hawkins reports for the Sunday Pictorial. The double page article is poorly researched and full of lurid, unsubstantiated detail. 
01 006

1952 
September 27th: Witchcraft in Britain. In what appears to have been the first significant article of its kind, the large (A3) glossy weekly magazine ‘Illustrated’ includes a six page feature on Cecil Willamson. 

October 31st- ‘Witches’ Devil Worship in London’. To mark Hallowe’en, Reveille publishes a trashy piece on black magic in which Cecil Williamson, amongst others, is quoted. Referring to ‘diabolic sacrilegious rites in the heart of London’, and ‘worshippers of the devil’ the article states: …Others believe the world is a battle ground for the fight between God and Satan and that if they ally themselves with the Devil he will aid their success in life and look after them in hell...

1954 

August 5th: ‘Yes, I am a witch, says the gentle-voiced doctor of Castletown’’. Daily Dispatch reporter Arnold Field visits the Isle of Man and interviews Gerald Gardner, in his ‘four-roomed cottage in a narrow street. The article is accompanied by a photo of Gardner holding a sword in the witchcraft museum.
01 016

November ?date: ‘Masked they meet by candlelight’. In another report by Peter Hawkins, Rollo Ahmed
 in the Sunday Pictorial is identified as the leader as ‘13 people went to a house on the South Coast last week to take part in a Black Magic ceremony’. They are described gathering before an image of a devil, which is reproduced in the paper. 
November 27th ‘Father Practices Black Magic in Temple at Holiday Resort…. Another report about Rollo Ahmed, this time in the Daily Sketch. He is described as living in a ten-roomed house in Hastings, and is pictured wearing a purple robe: ‘During his ceremonies Ahmed wears a black mask. Seekers kneel, as jungle drums throb from a gramophone’ 02 027
1955
April 9th- Psychic News reports, in considerable detail, on a talk by Gerald Gardner at Marylebone Spiritualist Association in London
, in which ‘slanders against witches were answered by a witch’. 01 017
June 12th - This man’s whitewash is dangerous – NO WITCHCRAFT IS FUN. Peter Hawkins, having visited the Isle of Man, dedicates a page in the Sunday Pictorial to Gerald Gardner and his new book
.   04 113 
July 23rd- Witchcraft in Britain. Psychic News publishes a measured and powerful refutation of Peter Hawkins’ Sunday Pictorial articles. Written under the pseudonym ‘Diana’, the author has more recently been identified as Doreen Valiente, and the piece carries all the hallmarks of her best writing
. 

06 011
August - Following a flurry of correspondence in response to his new book, Destiny magazine includes a playful letter from Gerald Gardner, discussing magical powers. He is aware of their limitations: I, personally, will give £1000 to anyone who will fly on a broomstick by occult or supernatural powers here at the museum… 06 003
October 5th- A warning to Australia: Devil Worship Here! The Australasian Post starts publishing a series of eye-catching articles on Australian artist Rosaleen Norton. These find their way to England and the scrapbooks of Doreen Valiente a few years later. In this, the first, a reporter visits Norton in her incense-filled attic flat, and takes photos of her with two other coven members. Norton is semi-nude, and all are wearing animal masks. 
44 019
1956 

February 26th- Reynolds News includes a piece on housewife Mrs Irene Layton who has compiled a ‘dossier on black magic’ that may be relevant to the Charles Walton case. 
09 045

March 1st- Black Magic Murder! It happened here. High Priestess reveals her terrible secrets. In a breathless and emotional opinion piece by David English, The Weekend Mail also reports on the unsolved murder. 
09 049ish?
March 18th- Scared Girl Tells of Orgies. The Sunday Pictorial doesn’t mention Goosens, but runs a related story. 09 055
April 10th- Witch Display Upsets Village. The Birmingham Mail includes a large image of a witch mannequin from CH Williamson’s new museum. She is ‘using human bones to foretell the future’: 
10 014 
April 11th- Black Magic Fear grips the Village. In a lengthy, but more balanced article, The Daily Mail describes many of the exhibits:
09 060
June 1st- Waits 11 years for witchcraft killer. Reveille, in one of a series of articles on ‘grey magic’, discusses, in lurid terms, the Charles Walton murder again: could it be a devil-worshipper had gone to the field to commit a ghoulish crime?...Walton’s body had been turned over after his death perhaps so that his blood could more easily drain into the earth. 12 017
June 10th- Dennis Wheatley continues his startling investigation of Devil worship in Britain. The Daily Graphic runs another brief but somewhat grubby article in which Wheatley mentions Rollo Ahmed, and describes receiving letters from a chauffeur who only realised his employers were Satanists after reading Wheatley’s novel (The Devil Rides Out). 13 001
June 17th- To understand Black Magic and White Magic too you must know the depth of supernatural power. In The Sunday Graphic Dennis Wheatley discusses faith healing, Aleister Crowley at Cambridge, and exorcisms performed by Harry Price and Montague Summers in an eclectic article that concludes ominously: And it is still practised in England today… 13 016
July 7th- Witchcraft in Britain. Illustrated Weekly, having published photos of Williamson on the Isle of Man in 1952, reports on his Bourton museum in this single page illustrated article by Norman Phillips. 
13 040

December 16th- Modern Witches. Responding playfully to an article the previous week in which he is mentioned, Gerald Gardner has a long letter published in The Observer. Giving much historical background, he stresses that witchcraft is an ancient fertility religion, and ‘nothing to do with Black Magic, Devil Worship or Satanism’
15 073
1957 
April 10th- I got the low-down on this witch-lark. Popular columnist Marjorie Proops in The Daily Mirror describes meeting Gerald Gardner at a luncheon event. Accompanied by a cartoon of a glamorous witch on a broomstick, she describes him as having ‘mesmeric eyes like blue marbles and arms tattoed all over with cabbalistic signs’. 
18 033 
May 4th- Witches Stopped Hitler. The Daily Herald reports on Gerald Gardner’s appearance on ITV the previous night. 

19 003
June 26th- ‘I am a witch’. The Daily Mail Weekend Magazine includes a double page spread by Gerald Gardner. Although the text does appear to have been written by Gardner and to therefore reflect his beliefs, the article includes a faintly absurd photo of him aiming a sword at a bat-winged demon statue
.  25 040

October 27th - Neville Stack reports for The People. The four nude witches pictured in the article were members of Gerald Gardner’s coven, and included Thelma Capel (referred to as Amanda) and Jack Bracelin
.                          22 037
November 3rd - They call it Witchcraft. I saw a nude Priestess go wild. The following week Neville Stack in The People continues his report into ‘pagan fertility rituals’. In the pessimistic concluding paragraphs of ‘The Meaning of Witchcraft’ (1959), Gardner responds angrily to the Neville Stack articles stating that the writer had deceived the four witches involved: As always in the past it is the wicked Pagans who tell the truth and who keep their word; it is the righteous holy Christian who lies and cheats.
22 040
1958
June 22nd- Following his appearance on BBC Panorama, The Sunday Dispatch interviews Rev Shuldham Shaw on his work as an exorcist: People may scoff but devils do exist as they always did…there are circumstances in which they possess people and infest places and must, with the Grace of God, be dispersed…  27 012
June 29th- CID swoop on Black Magic Isle. The Sunday Pictorial reports that an island on Loch Lomond is being watched by police following reports of satanic ceremonies being performed there.    27 017
November 3rd- The Robert Muller interview: The private life of a witch. The Daily Mail interviews Dayonis
 in what is arguably one of the most comprehensive and balanced of all the early newspaper interviews: 

29 017

December 18th- Police Probe Black Magic Murder: Rottingdean Allegation. The Argus reports, only a few days later, that the police are investigating a claim that a baby had been sacrificed on an altar during a black mass in a private house at Rottingdean. ‘Disclosures’ to this effect had been made by Leslie Roberts at a meeting of Brighton Forum Society.   31 005

December 19th- The following day The Daily Mail, Daily Express, Daily Sketch and Mirror latch onto the same story, only to retract it again after police denials.   31 010
December 21st- I know Black Magic exists. Dennis Wheatley himself is asked for his view on the non-story of the Rottingdean Black Mass. He tells the Sunday Despatch: 

Black Magic is more widespread than most people imagine, said Dennis Wheatley, yesterday…‘I learned about these evil rites from such men as the late Aleister Crowley, Montague Summers and Rollo Ahmed, all of whom were evil practitioners. My chief source of information is the thousands of letters which reach me from all over the world each time a book of mine on the subject is published. Many come from responsible people, clergymen, doctors, and lawyers and there is no reason to disbelieve them’.
31 011
1959

January 11th- Alongside a photograph of Lois Pearson in a demure sun dress, and another of Bricket Wood which is described as a ‘heathen temple’, The People’s headline announces: She’s a witch? Now I will lose my job says girl who revels in nude rites.   
31 020

31 021
January 12th- Girl Witches in Pagan Cult go into hiding. Jack Bracelin is interviewed by The Daily Sketch about his coven and, following the People article, the apparent disappearance of Thelma Capel and Lois Pearson: 
‘They are not ashamed…but Thelma is upset about the publicity… 
We have no dealings with black magic’ said paint salesman Mr Bracelin. ‘We follow a pagan rite that existed in Britain before Christianity. The sex act is part of the rite but it doesn’t take place in public. 
31 022
February 15th- In defence of witches. The Observer publishes a luke-warm review of Gardner’s ‘The Meaning of Witchcraft’ by Stevie Smith. She praises the book’s implied sexual politics, however: 

What is good in this not very good book is his clear account of the linking up of witch persecution with a religious fear and hatred of women, stemming not from the much blamed Puritans but from the Early Fathers.
32 022
June 14th- Black Magic menace is spreading. An Empire News enquiry: thousands are dabbling in secrets of witchcraft. The article in Empire News, supported by comments by Robert Fabian ‘of the Yard’ is simply a disapproving comment on the increased popularity of the subject: Booksellers and librarians report a disturbing rise in requests for literature dealing with the history and practice of paganism, sorcery and ceremonial magic.
34 019
? date Witchcraft’s Inner Sanctum True: the man’s magazine (USA) publishes a well-written four page article, with colour photos, describing a visit by a sympathetic journalist to meet Gerald Gardner in the Isle of Man. 
36 036 
Winter - The Tarot. ‘Light’, a spiritualist journal first established in 1881, publishes a two-page article by Doreen Valiente on the Tarot. It does not mention witchcraft but, with its historical emphasis, the piece demonstrates Valiente’s ability to research and write clearly about complex esoteric topics. 

46 066
1960 
January 24th- The police chief keeps his date with witchcraft. The Sunday Express reports on the impending visit of Superintendent Alex Spooner to Lower Quinton on the anniversary of the murder of Charles Walton: ‘my return shows him (the murderer) that his crime has not been forgotten’.
36 050

Spring - Witchcraft in Sussex. Light journal, following the previous year’s article, publishes another informative essay by Valiente. Based on excerpts from her forthcoming book, it includes mention of Sussex white witches Bruffy Bostock and Old Adullam, and it describes the folklore surrounding the Chanctonbury Ring.      46 069

April 5th- Black Magic at Grave is ruled out. The News Chronicle, and a number of national papers describe that a grave in Tackley, Oxfordshire was opened in order to hide loot from a robbery, not as part of a black mass as was first thought.   37 007
September 3rd- A quirky article in The Daily Mail records a visit to the museum on the Isle of Man. Two female visitors are depicted looking into a crystal ball with Gerald Gardner, who is wearing a pointed hat.  39 037 
October 29th- Magic leaves me spellbound. A light-weight article in The Mirror, includes excerpts from an interview with Mr William Paynter ‘who has one of the finest museums of witchcraft in Britain’. Paynter, whose museum was in Looe, discusses wart-charming and other folk remedies.   40 026
1961 
March 7th- Devil Worshippers by Night in a Surrey Wood. The Evening News and Star - a national paper now defunct - reports on an apparent feud between Ray Howard and his former employers Charles and Mary Cardell: 
42 029
March- Fate Magazine includes a long article on Dr Erich-Will Peuckert, a German Professor who has made a witches salve using Thornapple, Henbane and Deadly Nightshade, and tested it by applying it to his forehead and armpits. He reports having had the experience of travelling through the air and witnessing the ‘wild orgies’ of the witches Sabbath. Doreen Valiente writes to the magazine to suggest that the practice of British witches would have been similar.    42 050

March 24th- Magick moments in a Charlwood Glade: King of the Woods refutes witchcraft story. County Post publishes a double page feature, based on a visit to the Cardells’ house in Surrey, in which they refute the allegations made in The Evening News.     42 031

May 4th- Effigy pierced with needle ‘put man in fear’. The Daily Mail explains that Charles Cardell, aged 72, has appeared in court in Dorking, accused of sending an effigy pierced with a pin to Ray Howard his ‘ex-employee’, so intimidating him.    43 027
August 12th- What no broomstick? Lois Pearson (aka Lois Bourne) is pictured in Psychic News emerging from a light aeroplane. She has recently given an interview to the BBC, which is reproduced almost verbatim in the article. She, once again, has to deny worshipping the devil, which is ‘a Christian symbol of evil’
45 055
September 2nd - Cecil Williamson writes to Psychic News from his house ‘Smugglers Rest’, in Polperro, in response to a piece by Lois Pearson. In what is a relatively rare public statement, Williamson challenges the notion of witchcraft as a Stone Age religion, so implicitly distancing himself from the Gardnerians (see photo): 
46 016

September 17th- We are witches say Scots couple. A Sunday Mail reporter visits Monique and Campbell Wilson, who had recently been initiated as witches by Charles Clark
:
52 028

1962 
January 13th- Doreen Valiente writes Witchcraft in 1962 for Psychic News. Again she uses snippets from her new book on Sussex, such as describing the shepherd from Steyning who makes ‘ritual salutations to the moon’. 
48 024

March 18th- Witchcraft rife in West Germany. The Sunday Telegraph publishes a story about a Herr Kruse, who is writing a report for UNESCO on witchcraft in Lake Constance region.     50 015
August- Fate Magazine includes a short article on two members of a ‘Scottish witch sect’. Though otherwise anonymous, their witch names of Loic and Olwin are provided.    52 006 NB it is similar to the article from ?1961
August 10th- A photograph and article on the ‘Dumblecott Roquett’ appears in a local paper. It is a crude sculpture of a witch astride a space rocket made, by Charles Cardell, to advertise his ‘Moon Magic’.  show pic   52 019
August?? CHECK DATE&Paper The chief’s spell seals married witches happiness. BEARDED Dr Gerald Gardner, Britain's 76-year-old Chief Witch, waved his wand and wove a spell of happiness over two of his "apprentice witches when they were married at Sheffield yesterday. Blonde singer Patricia Dawson, 33, married 43-year-old
Arnold Crowther.
52 026   SHOW PIC
September 15th- Amazing black magic rites on Cheshire Hillside. The first report of Alex Sanders on Alderley Edge appears in the Manchester Evening Chronicle.   

53 003

1963
February - The Truth about Witches. Accompanied by a demure but fetching portrait, Fate magazine publishes an article by Patricia Crowther, who has been receiving ‘thousands of letters’ following her appearances on TV. It is an orthodox account of Gardnerianism, in which witchcraft dates from the Stone Age, and does not involve black masses. Some of these themes will be restated in The Witches Speak, the book published by Fate (Athol Publications –based on the Isle of Man) in 1965.        55 030 

The same edition includes The Dream of Count Tolstoy by Gerald Gardner, which an oddity inasmuch as it doesn’t mention witchcraft or paganism of any kind. 
55 040

February 6th- Woman who hunts witches, but she doesn’t believe in them. The Evening Argus (Brighton) publishes an article on Doreen Valiente, accompanied by a photograph of her with ‘a collection of witchcraft accessories’. “Some women join the women’s institute but I prefer to investigate black magic and witchcraft” genial Doreen, who lives in Lewes Crescent, Brighton told me…She’s just had her first book published, and its called ‘Where Witchcraft Lives’.  
That same week the Portsmouth Evening News also reports on her new book. 
55 055
March 18th- Black magic raiders dig up a skeleton. The Daily Mirror, as well as several other national papers, report that the skeleton of a teenaged girl was recently removed from an eighteenth century grave in an old church in Clophill in Bedfordshire. The Telegraph reports that a black mass was held at the church, and that the skull had been deliberately impaled on a spike, with the other bones laid around it. It quotes the Rector Rev Lewis Barker as saying: ‘everything seems to indicate black magic’ 56 033
May 10th- Villagers tackle mob in black magic church. The Daily Mail, and several other national papers, report on 80 youths who had gathered at the old church in Clophill to perform a ‘full moon ceremony’.  They were students at a local agricultural college who were chased off by villagers.         57 007

June 23rd – At the time of the summer solstice, The Sunday Telegraph publishes Magic the Secret Survival, in anticipation, that night, of an appearance on ITV of Gerald Gardner. 
It is a well-written and wide-ranging double page spread that mentions the Charles Walton murder and the more recent events at Clophill. It also describes herbal lore and ‘country witches’, like Cunning Morrell of Essex. Witchcraft today is described as a ‘neo-pagan cult that worships the Life Force’. 

58 003
July 11th- The Daily Mail reports on the publication - on the eve of her 100th birthday - of ‘My First Hundred Years’, by Margaret Murray. The article quotes Murray regarding her research on the witch trials: I worked from contemporary records and suddenly realised the devil was a disguised man. 58 035

September 16th- The Daily Herald publishes ‘Yes, I am the forest witch’. This is the first appearance of Sybil Leek in one of the national papers
. She is interviewed - and photographed - in her cluttered antique shop in Burley in the New Forest. Much is made of her son’s pet jackdaw whose ‘beady button eyes are bright with secrets’. 
59 041 
October 20th- ‘Witch’ plans school for sorcerers. The News of the World reports on ‘41 year old mother of two Sybil Leek’, who wants to move out of her beamed cottage in the village of Burley’ in order to start a school for witches. 
60 028 print picture

November - Witches…but no broomsticks. Everywoman magazine includes a well-written three-page article in which both Margaret Murray and Pat Crowther are interviewed and photographed. Remarkably, one hundred years old Murray, who is in hospital, is pictured in her dressing gown and will die within days of the interview. 
62 015 
November 15th- The Daily Mail reports on the death of Margaret Murray, aged 100, in Welwyn, Herts.    60 046
November 24th - A high priest called Arnold. Accompanied by an image of Patricia sat on the floor, holding a cat and an ivory white wand, The News of the World reports on the Crowthers, and their ‘stone-fronted semi in City Road Sheffield’. 
61 030 
1964 
January 2nd- They’re after me, says the Forest Witch. The Daily Mail describes Sybil Leek as having been ‘turned out’ of her cottage home by her landlord. She is quoted as saying ‘the landlord doesn’t like me. He’s snubbed me since he found out I was a witch’            61 046
January 7th- Doreen Valiente, in the Argus, is reported as ‘delighted with the Rector of Bramber’s decision to put a curse on the people who had held a black magic ritual in the porch of his church...she’s pretty sure they’re the same people who were previously caught red handed at Westham Church…’ The article, versions of which appear over several days in the national papers, is accompanied by a photo of Valiente in her thick black glasses.       61 061.

February 16th- British witch dies of a stroke. Sunday Telegraph reports of death of Gerald Gardner. Gardner died whilst on a boat to Tunisia, a few days before the article appears. 
62 035
February 19th- Sybil starts a witches’ union. Leek has told the papers that she is forming the Witchcraft Research Association. The Daily Herald and Daily Mail both have reports.       62 035  
February 20th- Of course we are real, say witches… The Daily Mirror is one of several papers reporting a meeting of the Folklore Society at University College in which Professor Rossel Hope Robins was the invited speaker. A photo of Sybil Leek accompanies the article: 
62 038
February 23rd- Britain’s chief witch dies at sea. The News of the World publishes a lengthy and unusually respectful report, explaining that Gerald Gardner had been buried in Tunis. Eleanor Bone ‘self-confessed witch of Balham’ is interviewed, and refers to the Bracelin and Crowther covens. 
62 037
March 6th – Hotfoot goes too. The Evening Standard reports that Sybil Leek ‘England’s best known white witch’ is planning to go to US, but only if Hotfoot Jackson can go too.          63 010
March 7th- Witchcraft what really goes on?...Mrs Wilson flew yesterday to the Isle of Man to seek her inheritance. The Daily Express publishes a well written and sympathetic article that mentions the recent death of Gardner at sea, and carries a photo of the main recipient of his will, Monique Wilson standing triumphantly in front of the Witches Tower on the Isle of Man. 69 049 
May- Why Witchcraft? Prediction magazine includes a double-page article by Doreen Valiente. Measured and balanced, it describes Diana and Pan as goddess and god, and is notable for Valiente’s speculation regarding the reasons for the upsurge in interest. 

64 005

May 3rd - Witches P.R.O. (public relations officer). The Sunday Telegraph reports on a statement by Mrs Eleanor Bone, ‘matron of an old people’s home and high priestess of a respectable London coven’, who has become the spokesman for Britain’s witches.  64 009
May 18th- A ten-page, insightful review appears in Life International magazine. ‘A prevalence of witches’ includes a number of large colour photos taken on May Eve featuring Eleanor Bone (or Artemis) at the Rollright Stones holding a large ritual sword: The witches chant Eko Eko Azarak, Eko Eko Zomelak, Eko Eko Gananas, Eko Eko Arada. The chant’s meaning is secret
. 
64 048      
June 6th- My days as a matron, my nights as a witch. Eleanor ‘Ray’ Bone, then in her fifties, appears in the popular weekly magazine Tit-bits along with two large photos. She discusses her life as a nurse running an ‘old folks home’.

64 067     USE?
September 19th - To a top witch I bequeath… The Evening Standard reports that ‘Mrs Monique Marie Morisette Wilson has inherited the unique museum of witchcraft in Castletown Isle of Man, in the will of Dr Gerald Brosseau Gardner’, having first met him two years ago.

66 005
October 1st- Bubble, bubble, toil and trouble split the magic circles in Britain. Accompanied by three photographic portraits, of Ray Bone, Pat Crowther and Monique Wilson, The Daily Mail prints a surprisingly well-informed analysis of the state of Wicca following the death of its founder.
Many of Gardner’s followers are apparently resentful towards Monique Wilson, and believe Bill Worrell, who had worked as manager at the museum for nine years, should have been left it in Gardner’s will, despite not being a witch himself. 
66 009                        
1965
April - Witchcraft in King’s Lynn: The April edition of Fate includes an unusually long article which picks over the occasion two years earlier when two wax figurines and a sheep’s heart were discovered pinned to the door of Castle Rising Castle. It explains that this was the first of three similar incidents, all of which involved sheep’s hearts pierced with thorns. All were in the vicinity of Kings Lynn, the second taking place at St James’ Church, Bawsey, and the third in Babbingly Church on the Sandringham Estate. The writer speculates that they were the work of the same young, unidentified female witch who had been ‘crossed in love’.        67 042     PIC 
May 21st- Britain’s witches make a comeback. Robert Graves, respected poet and author of The White Goddess
, writes a significant seven page feature for the Weekend Telegraph magazine. Though she is not mentioned in the main text, there are several evocative colour photos of Eleanor Bone at Bricket Wood. There is also a smaller image taken at the Museum of Witchcraft at Bourton.      

68 026
June 2nd- DV’s collection of clippings include a letter to the Poole and Dorset Herald from John Score of 10, Gorsehill Crescent, Poole in response to two articles in the paper. He asserts: witchcraft, both black and white, still survives and is active…This is hardly surprising in view of the run down of organised religions and its lack of effective approach to world problems…             68 034
John Score will go on to start up the influential Wiccan newsletter.
June 23rd- Doreen Valiente’s scrapbooks include cuttings from the Manchester Comet, possibly sent to her by Pat Crowther. In bold letters the front page reads: Catholic Girl becomes witch queen in Manchester coven: Witches dance pagan rituals under moon. 
68 055  PIC
June 30th- Why I am a witch. The following week Alex Saunders (sic), with the help of journalist Paul King, writes a longer statement for the Manchester Comet. It is a conciliatory and non-threatening account of Gardnerian witchcraft, which emphasises its inclusivity: 69 005
September 25th- Psychic News has a long, full-page article on Cecil Williamson and his museum in Cornwall. Williamson, interviewed in Tintagel, describes working for MI5 during the war and, afterwards, being asked by the government to conduct the survey of witchcraft that led to the repeal of the Witchcraft Acts
. 

69 030

October 30th- It’s a night for the witches. A writer for the Sheffield Star interviews Patricia Crowther in her front room. The article is accompanied with a photo of ‘the ceremony of crowning the sword’
.          70 005     PIC
December 5th- Horror Wedding in a witches’ temple. Adopting a disapproving and histrionic tone, The People reports on an impending witches’ marriage:  Having previously only appeared in local newspapers, this is the story that propels Alex and Maxine Sanders into the national spotlight.   
70 003   PIC
December 8th -The Witches’ Wedding. The Sun publishes a photo of their marriage ceremony, which takes place in the ‘lounge of the home of a friend’. The accompanying write-up is comparatively neutral in tone.

70 035

1966 
May 4th - The Manchester Comet, alongside a photo of two veiled figures, one of whom is Alex Sanders, reports: 
Wedding of the Spirits. ..The shrouded man and woman are mediums through whom the spirits manifest themselves… the weird wedding ceremony marked the beginning of a new magical order called M.A.A.T. 
72 015

August 20th - Women’s Mirror runs ‘Witchcraft comes in from the cold’, an article sympathetic to modern witchcraft in which a demonologist and three high priestesses are interviewed.  73 057
1967

January 6th- DV gives talk to Brighton Forum Society. It includes an account of Charles Leland’s visit to the town, after which he formed the Gypsy Lore Society having met some gypsies on Devil’s Dyke.

February 2nd- The Daily Sketch reports on the American Anton La Vey, who is pictured in his signature devil’s costume raising a sword in front of a large inverted pentagram, or sigil of Baphomet. 
75 053
March 6th- the DV scrapbooks include an Eastern Daily Press article on Ray Howard, in which Howard is shown standing next to the an carving of the head of the god Atho. 77 011
April 2nd- The News of the World publishes a sympathetic article on Monique Wilson, written by Alan Whittaker, a journalist who stayed with the ‘Queen Witch’ on the Isle of Man. The article is accompanied by a photo of husband Campbell Wilson wearing a helmet with enormous cow horns attached.  74 022 & 76 030

April 9th- The following week Whittaker, possibly tipped off by Monique Wilson, writes a short article for the News of the World that is somewhat scathing of Alex Sanders: Witchcraft is spreading its weird tentacles throughout Britain…When I first met Sanders he claimed to rule 107 covens throughout Britain…His claim is ridiculed by rival witches…I have seen so called witchcraft ceremonies. The participants appear nude and prance around with swords and daggers. It seems pointless…He told me he used to hold covens on the bleak Saddleworth Moors…his activities brought him to the attention of detectives probing the Bodies on the moor murder case…  ‘Since then we’ve avoided Saddleworth’     76 033
May 25th- Little Zeena is baptised for Satan…at three years old - and all the while chewing gum. Alongside another posed photograph of the living altar in his temple, on which his daughter is sitting wearing a delightful imp costume, The Mirror calmly reports on Anton La Vey’s latest publicity stunt. 77 009

September 27th - My Daddy’s a Devil Alongside 12 B&W photos, Weekend (and Today) magazine (UK) reports light-heartedly on the goings-on in Anton Lavey’s Church of Satan. The tone is playful and non-threatening. 

78 010

October 10th-A number of papers report on Mary Cardell’s attempt to claim damages against the London Evening News, after two articles headed ‘Witchcraft in the Woods’ and ‘Devil Worshippers in Surrey Wood’ appeared earlier in the decade (March 1961). 
78 036 
Court proceedings continue over more than two days, but, as reported in the Telegraph, Times, Daily Express and Mirror, the case is eventually thrown out, and Mary Cardell is ordered to pay legal costs of around £5000. 
78 037.
1968
August 18th - Satan worship cult in the West End: The Sunday Telegraph reports on a ‘recently formed sect called The Church of the Final Judgement’. The cult has developed from an organisation called the Process.
November 24th – The Observer Magazine starts a two-part enquiry into ‘magic today’, with generously illustrated articles on superstitions, by Marcelle Bernstein and Eric Maple. Richard Cavendish, also provides a well-argued piece entitled ‘The magic in our minds’. Cavendish is described as author of ‘The Black Arts’ and editor of the forthcoming Man, Myth and Magic.        81 016

December 1st - ‘The Witches Ride Again’ is published as the second part of The Observer’s enquiry.  Monique Wilson is on the front cover, wearing heavy silver jewellery, her hands to her temples. Inside we see her inside the witches’ mill. The article by Colin Cross also includes Doreen Valiente who finds herself discussing her shopping habits, and her penchant for crocodile skin.
1969
March 2nd- We name the Satanist all the witches fear: The News of the World name Charles Pace as a ‘master satanist’: ‘In the witches circle Pace is invariably dressed in a blood-red robe with the symbol of the Great Ram emblazoned across it’. This rather weak article also describes individuals coming under the influence of Alex and Maxine Saunders in Notting Hill.
April 4th- Witches go into Action. The Express reports on the Sanders coven’s journey back to Alderley Edge, paid for by Border films who are making a documentary on European witchcraft.    81 074

April 14th- Girl, 12, was nude at witchcraft rites say police. Daily Telegraph reports that, following the News of the World expose in February, the Wilsons were visited by the police and taken to court by the Isle of Man Education Board because ‘it felt the girl (their daughter) was exposed to moral danger’. The parents were bound over on a recognisance of £100 each. The court also ordered that the girl should be placed under the supervision of a probation officer for three years. 
81 076

August 10th- Ritual Murder: Sharon Tate in Hollywood mass killing The Sunday Mirror reports on the murder of pregnant actress Sharon Tate, who along with four others, was killed at the house she shared with Roman Polanski in the Hollywood Hills in the very early hours of Saturday 9th August. 
82 002
August 13th- Witchcraft in star’s murder The Daily Mirror reports that Abigail Folger, one of the victims in the Tate murders, was involved in ‘occult practices’.      82 009

August 17th - Sharon victim of Hollywood’s sick society. The People publishes a personal account of Jay Sebring and Sharon Tate by Hollywood writer John Sherlock. He describes drugs-fuelled Hollywood parties and Tate’s interest, and experiments, in Black Magic apparent since Polanski made Rosemary’s Baby.       82 014
November- Confidential, US based magazine, publishes a six page glossy article that again plays up connections between Tate and Polanksi and black magic. Several of LA’s mystic community are interviewed, including Louise Heubner (officially appointed witch of Los Angeles County), Marcia Graciate, (astrologer), Helen Owen (of the Temple of the Tarot), Jim Slaten (astrologer) and Anton Lavey. 

86 024
December 6th – Satan’s girl will tell all. The Daily Mail explains that Susan Atkins, who is also now being held, claims that she was ‘temporarily insane and under the hypnotic influence of cult leader Charles ‘Satan’ Manson when she accompanied hippies during the mass slaughter’. 83 010

1970

January 10th- I meet Britain’s top witch. In the first of two articles for Reveille, journalist Stewart Farrar visits Alex Sanders in Notting Hill. 

Sanders is referred to as ‘the most powerful witch in Europe’, and as ‘King of the Witches’, though seen as a publicity-seeker by the Gardnerians. 
January 17th- I see the making of a witch. Respectful - almost reverential - in tone, in his second article for Reveille Farrar refers to witchcraft as being a religion older than Christianity, Judaism, Islam or Buddhism. He describes a nude initiation ritual as ‘having its own dignity and beauty’, and mentions healing given by Sanders to the young son of singers Toni and David Arthur after he’d lost the top of a finger playing with a lawn mower. 
February 18th- Gang kill three in ritual murder. Daily Mirror reports on ‘black magic’ killings in North Carolina that are almost a carbon copy of the Sharon Tate murders. 83 045

March 15th- The News of the World reports on the recent appearance of Alex Sanders on the Simon Dee TV show
March 22nd- Black magic: the man that millions saw cursed speaks out. Charles Pace in the News of the World also writes a response to the TV show, but avoids confronting Sanders directly. Instead, portraying himself as an experienced, well-travelled occultist and associate of Aleister Crowley, he refers patronisingly to witchcraft as the new ‘in-thing’. 

April ? – Patricia Crowther writes to the Sheffield Star to explain that Alex Sanders does not practice ‘true witchcraft’: he approached me in 1961, asking me to initiate him, after seeing one of my appearances on TV, yet now he says his grandmother initiated him at the age of seven. 83 062
July 24th- The lion tamer cooking up spells in comic covens. The Daily Sketch publishes a light-hearted report from America, which opens with a description of a kinky initiation at Anton Lavey’s The Church of Satan. 84 008

October 5th - Wiccan #15 explains that the Pagan Front will coexist alongside Joe Wilsons Pagan Movement. The newsletter also, importantly, includes the three points of the Pagan Front Creed. 1) Do what you will as long as it harms no-one… 2) Reincarnation….3) Love and kinship for nature…The proposed emblem of the Pagan Front is the ankh cross, the ancient Egyptian symbol of life. 83 144
1971
January 21st - The Telegraph carries a review of Keith Thomas’ era-defining study ‘Religion and the Decline of Magic’. Historian A L Rowse, full of praise, describes it as ‘the most remarkable book to come out of Oxford for some years.    85 015
January 26th- Manson found guilty of Tate murders. The Telegraph reports that four, including Manson, have been found guilty and face the death penalty. They await sentencing. An insightful opinion piece notes that the ‘seven month trial fiasco’ was like ‘a vulgar pantomime’, and that Manson’s deviant personality had been largely created by the prison system
. 85 018
February 26th- Girl led black magic rite in graveyard. The Daily Telegraph, Mirror and Mail report that a 17 year old from Walsall has been found guilty of stealing a skull from an open grave. She confesses that after taking it home to clean it, she dressed it in a wig, and splattered it with blood before placing it on an inverted cross in another churchyard. Nearby was a piece of marble inscribed with ‘Long live Manson. Death to the pigs’.    85 029
May 23rd – Movie that shocked even the film men. The News of the World reports on the forthcoming film The Devils directed by Ken Russell, based on Aldous Huxley’s The Devils of Loudon. Equity, the actors union, is drawing up a new code of conduct following complaints received.   86 005

December 12th- This growing cult of evil…we must stop the destruction of young minds. Anne Allen writes a very alarmist piece for the Sunday Mirror, commenting in particular on The Power of the Witch, a colour documentary due to be shown on BBC2 on 15th. DV comments in blue biro, that Allen later committed suicide in 1972.    86 053

1972

February 8th- The Church’s ghost squad still has a devil of a job. Following publication of The Exorcist by William Peter Batty, The Sun interviews members of the clergy.  87 022
February 28th- Beat the devil!  The Daily Mirror reports on Rev Neil-Smith, a church of England vicar from Hampstead who is ‘one of a handful of vicars that specialise in exorcism…he’s done it for twenty years but has never been as busy as now. Two or three victims a week fancy that they are victims of witchcraft’. 87 026

November 23rd- A graveyard ghost ritual conjured up police: The Sun and The Express describe a midnight ritual held on Halloween, in a graveyard in Barnet. David Farrant, who is referred to as president of the British Occult Society, had attempted to raise the spirit of a pirate buried there, but was interrupted by police. 88 015 comment on the Highgate vampire

1973

March 27th- Bishop bars talk by King of Witches. The Evening Argus reports that the Bishop of Chichester has intervened to prevent Alex Sanders giving a talk at the vicarage in Selmeston. The talk had been advertised in the parish magazine. Sanders, had in 19xx moved to live in Sussex.     88 023

April 8th- Two wizards who plan a ritual magic duel have run into trouble with the RSPCA-because they want to slaughter a cat as a sacrifice. The Sunday People and Sunday Mirror report on what appears to be another clumsy publicity stunt involving David Farrant and his ‘rival’ Sean Manchester.      88 033

September 30th- His witchcraft lost its magic. The same edition of the NotW carries a story describing Charles Pace’s financial problems. Pace, then living in Brixham, had decided to ‘turn his tales of the occult into successful films’, and with two others had set up Valhalla Film Productions. 89 040
November 25th- Rector named as exorcist. The Sunday Telegraph report that rector Mr Henry Cooper of Bloomsbury will help in cases of reported manifestations of evil spirits. 89 049

December 2nd- The Sunday People reports that Uri Geller, by the power of thought alone, managed to bend forks and spoons of hundreds of its readers. The magical experiment had occurred, as planned, at 12.30 the previous weekend, and the article is but one of many on Geller’s magic.
1973
In January it is announced in the Manx Star, that Monique Wilson has sold Gardner’s museum collection to Ripley’s Believe it or Not. It is reported that the organisation were alerted to the presence of the collection by an article in National Geographic, and representatives from their museum in Blackpool helped broker the deal.

1974

March 15th- Following the resounding success of The Exorcist, Rev Christopher Neil Smith, who is described as having performed over 2000 exorcisms at his Hampstead Church, writes an account for The Daily Express.  90 031

April 28th- A pop star’s shrine to the beast of Loch Ness. One of the world’s highest paid pop stars is starting a weird black magic cult. The Sunday People reports that Jimmy Page, who has already amassed a collection of Crowley manuscripts, has bought Boleskine House, with the intention of restoring it to its original state. Charles Pace, who is interviewed for the paper, has been commissioned to decorate the walls with murals.                  90 050
May 5th- King Alex quits Witch Queen’s palace. The Sunday People reports on Alex Sander’s split with Maxine: Maxine couldn’t understand my bisexual nature. She couldn’t accept the fact that I love men and women… Whilst Alex has moved to a cottage in Bexhill, Maxine has stayed in Notting Hill and is now running the London coven. 
May 16th- Witch Wedding. Tit-bits magazine publishes large colour photos showing Alex Sanders officiating at the wedding of two nude young witches. The write-up is thoughtful and considerate.
90 059
June 12th- The day a motorist found a headless body in his passenger seat. The Mail reports from the Old Bailey where the case against David Farrant is proceeding. He stands accused of desecrating coffins in Highgate Cemetery: 
91 002
1975
March 8th- The Mirror reports that David Farrant and his wife Mary, who married in 1967, are to divorce. 

March 28th- The Satanic Killer. Amazing story of the night forty demons were cast out. The front page of The Sun carries the story of Michael Taylor who killed his wife shortly after an all-night exorcism in Barnsley. 92 029

April 13th- Sharon Tate, sex magic and my witch King. Maxine Sanders authors a long but racy article for the News of the World. She explains that she ‘knows of covens in which the so called magic is really a veiled excuse for forms of depravity or drunken orgies…

93 004

April 20th- Nude girl in ritual ordeal. Maxine Sanders writes another shorter piece for the News of the World on the ‘wickedness and corruption’ of some of those who become drawn into witchcraft.

April 27th- Shrinking bracelet with an evil curse. Maxine Sanders writes another critical article for NotW, in which she described becoming disillusioned with witchcraft and black magic. She describes bracelets that tighten around the wrist being used as a punishment by some magical practitioners.

June 21st- The Powers of Darkness.‘Woman’ magazine publishes a wide-ranging article on the occult, written largely in response to the recently publicity given to exorcists, and exorcism. Witches Maxine Sanders, and Frank and Marian Unsworth give their perspective, as well as a senior executive whose life was saved when he was exorcised by Rev. Trevor Dearing. 

93 047









� Rollo Ahmed, expert on voodoo and author of ‘The Black Art’ (1936) was born in British Guyana and, along with Aleister Crowley and Montague Summers, one of three men Dennis Wheatley consulted when researching for ‘The Devil Rides Out’ (first serialised in the Daily Mail in 1934). Wheatley believed, and introduced him (in The Black Art) as being from Egypt. 


� Later the Spiritualist Association of Great Britain.


� Valiente Rebirth of Witchcraft Valiente p67 comments that Gardner was taken aback by the article ‘he seemed such a nice chap when he interviewed me’


� Cf Philip Heselton Doreen Valiente. It is reproduced in the ‘Meaning of Witchcraft’ and it is thought to be Valiente’s first published article.


� Valiente Rebirth of Witchcraft p71 Valiente seemed to take particular exception to the demon picture, and describes the whole interview as ‘silly’. 


� Valiente Rebirth of Witchcraft p74 It was originally planned for Neville Stack to accompany them to Bricket Wood, but the weather was not conducive to doing so.


� Aka Thelma Capel, who took over from Doreen Valiente as High Priestess of Gardner’s coven.


� This clipping is actually in amongst others from 1962 suggesting the year as noted by DV may be wrong.


� See wica.co.uk


� This is explained in her autobiography ‘Diary of a Witch’ p124, though the date and year of the occasion is not given. At the time she was already working for Southern TV, and so would have had contacts in the media for this reason.


� Eko Eko Azarak etc is mentioned by JFC Fuller, and linked to Assyrian magic, in a 1923 article in Occult Review. 





� Ronald Hutton has explored the influence that The White Goddess has had on successive generations of pagans eg eg? 


� These two elements of Williamson’s story have been often repeated, and restated by both Williamson and his biographers. The rest is less well attested.


� DV scrapbooks have a couple of other cuttings describing lectures given by Crowther to university students in the North of England.  70 006





� Manson had already served around twenty years behind bars for a range of other crimes.
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