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TWO SHILLINGS

Great Welcome for ‘“‘ Pentagram

[{]‘HFD"'\ SE fron } pse to whom the

fi of Pentagram was sent has
been ent ““p-.d:-m a..-j a great encourage-
ment to those responsible for its produc-
don. Recommendation by word of
mouth and other incidental publicity
have ensured a steady stream of 1nquiries
and subsequent subscriptions
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Pentagram intends to develop as an
independent newsletter and general
forum for the exchange of news and
views., It can fulfil the great need for
a regular source of information for the
thousands who are interested in any

aspect of Witcheraft studies.

Before Gardner — What?

A corres H.mu- writes to say that
from studying newspaper Cutlings cover-
ing the past few wyears it would seem
i '",. the entire world of English Witch-
craft is made up of a limited number
of persons, whom one might term as Dr.
Gardner’s discoveries. Some ei ght ladies
and three to four men. This happy band
rarn up time and time again. Now as
gou must know, there are a number of
sther groups, quite apart from the lttle
group in which 1 am interested, who
practice various forms of Magic and

Witchcraftt Now why does the Press
ake no mention of them . . .72 Al I

say for the Believers in Witcheralt,

that it is high time thar steps were
raken to alter (the existung) public
nage. For it does no good at all to
nyone, and 1 think that *T‘-"ru know it in
pour heart.™

Part of the purpose of Pentagram 18

to provide the means of obtaining a more
realistic appreciation of the overall situa-
ton. Members of several I";f"ti.;iti.ﬂ"_ﬂ-'
covens have signified their willingness to
provide material about their traditional
beliefs and practices—but not yet. lhey
deny that Witchcraft is “ a simple reli-
gion for simple folk "—a popular belief
—and maintain that it is a complicated
and all-embracing way of life requring
study, determination and a rare attitude
of mind and discipline of spirit.

There are other newspapers besides the
News of the World and there are other
authors than Dennis Wheatley. A num-
ber of puuﬂ.l]} responsible researchers,
writers and authors could help to change
the image of Witchcraft but obviously
can only do so as a result of their own
fmjmg,a If the only people they are
able to trace tell them one view, that will
be the view which is published.

FIFTY AT “PENTAGRAM "’ DINNER

Precisely SO subscribers and their
artended the first f:r.a,,l;.r;.rm
linner in London on October 3, details

which were sent out to all who indi-
t. lhose
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; hear Mi Doreen Valiente
evesting talk came from as far afield
yerby, Waol npton and Harwich.
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Accept our Craft, O Greatest Mother,
Let cheerful brightness be our fate.
SO MAY IT BE
charm qu"r.'-:iv endeared
and the

Her friendly
Mrs. Valiente ro her audienc
following is an extract from her speech:

Friends, first of all may 1 thank you
for the honour you have done me in
choosing me as your speaker, on what
nay well be an ;’H:-[n[.- hirst ocCasion—
the first gathéring organised by Penta
gram
" It is. 1 feel sure, significant that it is
just thirteen ycars- the witches mystic
hirteen—since the last of the old Witch-
Falt ACIs was taken off the Sratute
Hm.--lL {1 | 951 ].’ri‘.[.\.-lit. Lhat fLMe, Ol
J.lil:_.','::!i'i':.r' ol o ght have been illegal;
and if we had held it in the 17th century
it would have been a4 hanging matier

People are no longer hanged fon
Witchoraft, although we sull have with

us some self-appointed Witchlinders
(General. More a::J more the old Craft
of the Wise is gaining recognition as a
genuine tradition of nature-worship and
magic, deserving of its title ™ The Old
Religion ™

One of the important aspects of the
Craft of the Wise, or the wradition of
White Witchcraft as it is commonly
called, is that it 15 a British tradition
Indeed, it exists all over Western Europe;
and it has been taken by emigrants in
mes past to America, Australia and
New Zealand

It seems to be part of the Brinsh
national character w0 be excessively
modest abour that which 15 our own. If
'uuhmg like the great open-air tempies
of Stonehenge and Avebury, \n
existed sO1 11._~n‘w.r:. in the
Egypt, they would be objects of wonder
[0 p“ar.r from this ;~'.'.~-‘_1r:::‘_~.'. They
would be regarded as clear evideace of
the existence of a great mystic tradition
But because these and similar thi ings exist
in our own land, J‘u: have for too long
been dismissed by Britons as mere relics
of a barbarous past.

The ancient history of Britain was not
as barbarous as all that. The pagar
ditions of our native land are somethi

NCE

to be proud of, and something which Is
well worth investugaung.
Do not let us dismiss our ancestors

LR ﬂal‘%!f'ﬂ' a5 "'1"""1;_1'."' r'l._-..":"ljn. t“"'n A llse '.:.l.:_':'r'
did not have 20th-century civilisation.
A member of the Sangha, a Buddhist
g 1'r Y |
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man, in that he does not own a Cadillac
or a2 washing machine or a television set
In fact, all he does own in this world 1§
three cotton robes, a razor, a Deggmng
bowl, a pair of sandals, and perhaps an
umbrella and a few other small things
Yer his mind may be : _
physical ideas which are quite beyon
the comprehension of the owners O
Cadillacs and washing machings

And so it was with the
I.'f:f.;i':ii.'-'."‘-;-t'.“ of the Old Religion whichh has

nriests and
come down to us from ancient tmes as
Witchcralt. ]L 1% SOMELNIN
once sin !
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“Pentagram’’ Dinner (continued)

briefly what has come down 10 us of tne

traditional beliefs of the witch religion
Most people here tonight will know
that our cult-groups are calied covens;
but it is a popular misconception that a
coven must consist of thirteen people.
It can be of any number up to thirteen
leal :'::s;;';'ru.:r of ths
number branch

b -'.-

but when the i
is reached, those over tha
off and form a new coven.
The number thirteen is connected with
Goddess. because there are
:zmnrhﬁ in the year. The
Moon Goddess is the pers onification of
Nature as the Great Mother; and as
b she is the most ancient of god-
. and her "J:}":.h,'-p goes back to the
beoinnings of man’s life on earth, The
oldest ré":mw't objects ever found are
staTucItes of the Mother Goddess; and I
think people have a deep need 10 recog
nise and worship the feminine

LIlC
Deity, which orthodox religion has failed

rJi.'L'l -Ill"ljn':.'.l.\':.
thirteen lunar

e

ater Sabbats of the witch
ack beyond recorded his-
tory. One u;ri' them. Hallowe'en, will
soon be with us. It is the ume when we
Iemes rh T 1IN E::.i:'Iia’;Lﬂ.":r those w}"n have

£ > us throu i'-'ll the Gates Uf
the Beyvond; ;';h-i we greet them, not 1n
fear or in mourning, but in friendship.
This is the origin of the traditions of
Hallowe’en; and each quarter we cele:
brate one of the Greater Sabbats, the
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other three of which are Candlemas,
May Eve and Lammas. Candlemas is the
ime of the first signs of spring; May
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The needs of today

What witches seek for in celebrating
hese seasonal rituals is a sense of one-
aess with Nature, and the exhilaraton
chich comes from coentact with the One

!-Lc*-*-L tadav need this,
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lency of modern life to cut then off
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living nature; until their own indi-
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sav. and they begin to feel as if they
[T nother Cog n a |'I'_lL’,! *-._.1:-‘_".!_"
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It 15 the reaclion against this 1eClng
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Witches do not go about trying to con-
but we keep the lamp of the

Yert -'H'Mi!ui.l
buraing, for those who
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difficult—for the witches I know, ar any
rate—because I have ver o find
|
|

ne of
them who believes in the devi
SENSE

The Homed God of the witches is
perhaps most easily conceived 1o us as
being rather like Pan, who was indee
the L{ﬁzlfn}f}; god of the witches o
The 35:1.: We have had some learned
gentlemen recently telling us that Wit
cra fr 15 a post-( ‘hristian invention of the
Muddle Ages. I don't know how these
good folk account :
the witch-cult I _
CGreece, long 'H?rli}l't‘( hiristianit [
he_-ur-u of ; but I have no doubt they could

LCOUnLT 10 own satisfaction for

£not 1?}:'

However, I think we should re
that ‘Ifl.'i-’:h raft as we have it today is
the synthesis of the wadinons of many
centuries. And it is still a living and
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evolving tradition, and capable of ye
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fufihgr evolution as the human race itself

VOives.

Qur ur orship of the Homed ¢
of the Moon Goddess ma '
more spiritual level today than it was
in centuries past. In the past, the cult
needed to work for matenal fertlity,
because without it the people faced star-
vation. Today, we can take a broader
conception of the witch cult as a cult
of fertility. We can work for ferulity
of the mind, and fertility of the soul.

Fertility of the earth

And is this not what people today
desperatel
naturing materialism on the one hand,
and of an orthodox religion
no longer satisfy them on the other?

At the same tume, when we recollect
the hungry millions of the world, I think
we should also sometimes invoke the
Ancient Powers with one of the most
ancient of all prayers, for the fertility of
the earth, that there ahwu‘d be less people

:
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humtn' in the world
done ar Witchcraft meetings 1n Sussex,
where [ come from., an

prrh;a:‘*: orher
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o do this also
Fertility is only
pressing the forces of
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[ have heard of healing being
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doctors. British witches, and Kahunas of
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of more orthodox religions

The old white witch practice 0f charm-
ing warts is recally a form of psychu
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was an original thinker and researcher,
which is more Lhm can be said for most
of her critics

[ think we c-‘*.:w-ni-i pay tribute topight
also to the late Dr. (rerald Gardner, for
the great contribution he made 1o the
renewal of interest in the survival of the
old Craft of the Wise. I do not by any
means agree with all that Gerald Gardne r
said or did; bur I recog gnise his great
qualities of heart and rm:;-d-, as did all
wio knew him. He was a personality
and a character, and we shall remember
him with affection

The name nf Gerald Gardner is so
much associated with Witcheraft in the
present day, that he has even been paid
-“IH.‘ back-handed compliment of having
the allegation made {hm he invented it!
[ .h-u 1 need only say in this connection
that if people will believe that, they will
believe anyth ,nE :

o entagram IS NOW contacting SUrviving
traditions from covens which have never
been in any way connected with Gerald
Gardner, In fact, it is nau:-m. g in-
creasingly clear that the old Craft has
survived in fragments all over the British
Isles. Naturally, these different
whicl lost touch with each other

Fl:l1]'|_'!-'h-
which have
over I:J"u.': centuries of persecution, have to
3 Certain extent grown apart. Each has
its own version of the tradition. in jrs
own words; and each has its own ideas
of pr;n_'iigi: and ri:ua.l It is proving a
remendously exciti ng project, to com-
pare these different fragments of tradi-
ton, dﬂd see wherein they complement
cach other, and wherein they differ.

1 I'u.l that the proposed Witcherafi
Research %mnuumnun could do something
really important and worth while in this
url for the Fu:‘ur:: of occultism in
Britain. 'ﬁi"':'.;s'. we need now, more than

anythung, 1s for people of spiritual vision
to combine together—not thar all mav

think alike, by any means: but that
people of different ideas may be more
L,*_e:r.ua!j one of another, than they have
always been in the past.

You know, if only people in the occulr
vorid devoted as much ume and energy
_ » constructive work as they do
to denouncing and denigrating each

other, their spintual contribution to the
worid would be enormous!
I feel that we have a right 1o say this,

--~='f'urc'* cénturies

; y o % i y 5 . q i %
i intolerance and denigration. It savs

3 1 deal for J": ol our Inner
jJ_ - 3 i F3vE & .,; .r-d al
".JI
I think we have earned the right to
L id teaching of rolerance
4 reedom, and murual respect wiich
1 L bl VIIE called the
' I W ICCal the Anglo-
axon plural of ““ wicce ; and * Rede ”
Means counscl or teaching:

Etght words the Wiccan Rede fui fil,
An' o harm none, do what ve will

L his 18 & sin iJ;EJ.. POSiGYe mordl code

and it could make the world a much
happier place
fhe best [0 attacks upon

Witchcraft is for all of us, whartever

AN5WEeT

branch of the Craft we belone o, to

stand together, to be united in a commos

onstructive purpose. We do not al
have the same way of doing things: bu
then, covens never did i‘*u old idea
was that each coven was Ing,
within a broad umity of tradition. The
leaders of the different covens Kept in
touch, as far as they could, and helped
cach other. No one tried to seize power
and each respected the other's ideas.
when they were sincerely held. This i
the true old Craft tradition

We have heard a lot about '~-"--;;‘.lfﬂ-:f
spiits in the Craft. 1'{5*'1
tainly had . hi'TLn“?*u:j of opinion, like any
other live oody of people; and we shall
be remarkably :uc}q' if we never have
any more!

But I hope this gathering tonight will
agree with me, when 1 say that the things
which unite us are very much bigger and
more important than the things which
divide us; and that our brotherhood in
the Craft means far more to us than any
personal differences. If we can realise
that, and take it into our hearts. then
there won't be any splits in the Craft
that matter a damn!

Jm;j if that message can go out from
this meeting tonight, then may the bless-
ing of the Ancient Ones indeed be with
us, so that we may end with the Craft’s
traditional  greeting — * Merry  meet,
merry part’

AUTHOR’S QUERY
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*I have been aske
on. Wicherafr as i
well-known publisher. The
this letter is to ask for the help
Craft who might like to co-
operate in what could be called a step
towards its * rehabilitation ’ in the public
mind. By help, I mean the Lmrh of
any information possible withour viola-
tuon of its codes.

" Witcheraft claims to be the old
religion, and that is one of the asSpects
with which 1 wiant to deal, 'I'ud';“'
arthodox relizion has little or not thing to
give, which may be a reason for the
peneral * dis-ease ’ of our times. What
aoes Witcheraft offer? Has it an answer

problems—or 10 some of

d to write a book
t 15 today by a
purpose of
of those

in. the

o J""IJ:'L'.-H,'
F

them? Can it open the way to fuller

Kperience and a sense of |“1tr'['1alha:?
L hese are s0ireE of the ml:t!.."n'-l.tl.’t“j which
ld be a basis for objective considera-
o the place of the Craft in the
rld today. There is growing, intelli
LI ;!I".":'i"' il -'Irf.:'!:;: aI!.;r:.’i_J:j.I—r {1T

pernaps one shouwld say supra F![H‘rl..-if
ind an urgent inguiry into their nature
I think you will agree that as regards

Witchcraft it is time that this InQuiry

Was answered in a constructive wav.

ithout either :r'h:;]f'::""it'-,;uw nonsense or
on a basis of equally ignorant disbelief
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I know as much about the back-

inr] aF Whireh e P o . s
Erouna of Witchcraft as one can discover

i i
irom the usual sources—such a5 Dr
Margaret Murray’s books. [ have studied
cxlra-scnsory :r-_'frF-Tiun for some years,
ind written about it in the column ';al:!'."['i
[ had on the Daily Sketch ‘where I re-
iewed some of Professor T Rhine’s

%
SHE v |

UOOKS |, and 1n Pre diciion, and [ am
: I

member of the Huna Research Associa-
b0 But 1 [ want to do is o pre
SCNt an acceptable picture of 'L.i_. living
radition of Witchcraft. -'ﬂ‘ h 1 cannot

a
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thar [ would
-lJ-ul!:J‘;'i'd:.lk:.':
ind that no names or clues as 10 the
source of inf wowd be given
Where possible I would like to arrange a

Letters should be ad-
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dressed 10 me c/fo Pentagram.”

€ Co-operation of
of the Craft. I nesd not say
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—JUSTINE C. GrLAss

BOOK REVIEW

THE WORLD OF THE WITCHES -

Julio Caro Haram (Weidenfeld &
Ml [.:Il-uE:'TI!-. EF}S

This latest addition to the publishers’
- Nature of Human Soa ety Series * con-
tinues their aim to produce important
oniginal works of social Anthropology,
Sociology and Social Thought and 1o
present the ideas of contemporary social
Lwnfms to the n LJH-&PLLlﬂj-m Wublh
The author, a u“tb:,r of the ‘wpar-.:.ﬂ
Academy of Hist tory, deals largely with
the Hd:u_j ue -.L‘lll'ilf"}’ but also TdOgeEs over
other parts of Europe in his scholarly

survey, The social, psychological and
political aspects of Witcheraft are

covered in a new and thoroughly fascina-
ting manner which will ensure a lasring
demand for this important book
An introductory chapter entitled “ A
"!II‘E']I".'_:‘.I'R‘ conception of the nature of the
orld and of existence ” adequately sers
'.h:. stage for general reader with a
useful ten pages describing early attitudes
to sky, sun, moon and earth: the moon
and its sphere of influence; magical
thought; the conception of man and the
world
Many
trials are included, and consideration is
given 1o subjects such as the Devil's part,
Witchcraft in art and litera-
modern views and interpretations
Hlustrations on art paper are

" . . . ey | ---- o
reports of Continental witch-

POSSESSI0N
LLIrE,
[<ighteen
ncluded

Your local bookshop should be able to
obtain the baok for you or, as a service
to readers, It can be ordered through

Pentagram (which will arrange for « “opies

o !'-:" sent J:[L'l.: irom .E'L. thjl‘sh».rﬁ'

at 375 post paid




THE CRAFT TODAY

Robert Cochrane, decendant of an hereditary Witch family,

suggests that radical rethinking is necessary for the craft

to assume its rightful place in modern society

‘ﬁ-"il».':ﬂ.;r.*.ﬂ according to those who are
modern witches, is the Craft c:f the Wise.
A simple pagan belief, full of old tradi-
uons which are appealing, simple virtues,
and—if we are to believe their detractors
ancient According to
further information it is a traditional
religion based upon an exceedingly sim-
plified concept of the works of Nature
It is by '1‘4-::1““, from their rituals as
reported, an attempt to bribe Nature by
VArious ;_Iq:iurw and beliefs into a malle-
able stare, so that Nature will funcuon
according to the needs of the coven, and
what the coven believes to be good for
society 1n general, rather than Nature
carrying on in her own sweet way, If
we are to believe various interviews car-
ried out by television and newspapers,
this has an effect not upon Nature but
upon the witch, since there 15 a repont
of a witch who claimed thart she believed
the sun would not rise again if she did
not undertake hﬂr rituals.

1he interesting facet to be gained from
such blazes of pL!.hEEL;irjf 15 that it would
appear the Craft has rapidly become an
escape hatch for all those who wish 1o
return to a more simple form of life and
escape from the ever-increasing burden
of contemporary society. In many cases
the Craft bhas become a funkhole, in
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which those who have not been successful
in solving varicus personal problems
nide, while the storm of technology,

all the other goodies of
T St | _;; = e b P 1‘ =] w3 ¥k h\_ .l
Civilisation pass by harmiessly overnead.
Modern Witchcraft could be described

as an attempt by twentieth-century man
w deny the responsibilities of the
th century. It 1s a secure and

H-bombs, and

f x

naive belief that Nature is always good

3 kind. It is also a belief, or so it
would .;;;-. ear, that if you personally can
go backw in the evolution of thought,

then perhaps :‘Ew. rest of the world might

follow Suit. Crood enough, the Craft 1s
things to all men, if it is a simple
panthed belief w those who think it
0 it has become, since the -'.’[:a"al-;:rji.‘l-.

re evolved for all men, and Man was

: for the Mysteries. Which of
poessity leads one o 35k what the

: ai thought 1s based upon ong

jor pi b lisation of truth
a3 opposed to .ji:.';--;: The student of
the Mysternes is e .-.--*.n:::.lifx_. a searcher
f1er Tuth | LC1eT iraditions
descyibed it ¥ Wisdom ", Magic 18 only

a by-product of the search for truth, and
holds an inferior position to truth.
Magic, that 1*- the dﬂ"‘lﬂD'”L‘f‘“ of total
will, 1s a product of the Soul in i s search
for ultimate knowledge. It is an after-
thought upon a much larger :'rﬁur_-_._ the
ability to use a force that has been per-
ceived while searching for a more im-
portant aim within the self. No genuine
esoteric truth can be written down or put
within an intellectual framework of
thought. The truths involved are to be
partcipated in during comprehension of
the soul. Truth of this degree is not
subject 10 empirical thought and is only
apparent to the eye of the beholder, and
to those who have followed a similar paJ1
of perception. Throughout the history of
humanity there have been myths, schools
of wisdom and teachers who have shown
1 way to attain a working knowledge of
csoteric thought and philesophy by using
inference rather than direct method to
teach the approaches to cosmic truth.
The secrecy of these Masters has nothing
to do with protecting the Mysteries, since
all that can be said about the Mysteries
has already been written into folklore,
myth and legend. What is not forth-
coming is the explanation. It was recog-
nised that these legends, rituals and
myths were the roads through many
lavers of consciousness to the area of the
mind where the soul can exist in its
otality. These and their surrounding
disciplines and teachings became what the
West describes as the Mysteries. The
Mysteries are, in essence, means by which
man may perceive his own inherent
divinity.

During the persecution the adherents
of the Mystery system went underground
and joined forces with the aboriginal
beliefs of the mass, and so became part
of rtraditional Witchcraft,  Centuries
passed and the meaning behind much
ritual was forgouten, or relegated to a
superstitious observance to elemental
Natyre. Much of the old ritual thar has
survived became ossified and repeated by
rote, rather than by understanding. Con-
sequently it has become static and remote

PENTAGRAM
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from its original purpose, which was 1o
enlighten the follower spiritually. .T;:
what generally passes as Wiichcraft
today there is as much Eiiu:-::'u: and un-
resolved desire as n.em 1$ 10 the outside
world. In the closed ;i.hE:ﬁ of some
covens there is greater bigotry and dogma
than there is in many sections of the
mc--fljar-d FE' ristian church.
witches appear to have turned their ':u.d:s
upon the reality of the outside world and
m.f, been content to follow, parrot-
fashion, nmals and beliefs that thev
know have lirtle er no relationship with
the twentieth century and its needs
'I'hi-rc: has been no cause for a ferdlity

eligion in Europe since the advent of the

-.-r-L.-:l

-..f

_e;mltcrhn,ﬂ. pmr_l-;,__h in the thirteenth
century, the discovery of haymaking,

selecuve breeding of animals, etc. To
claim, as some witches do, that there is
a greater need in the world for fertility
of mind than before is under staung
general facts, since Western E Irope
*norm,lv and socially has L;h.a.h d more
without the Old Craft and its at tendant
superstittons than it ever did with them.
The value of the Old Craft today is
that in it lie the seeds of the Old "'.i;;:-.f:n
tradition. T!*rc:-ugu this the witch may
perceive the beginnings of that L.‘.*.L'f..:..
in wisdom, knowle dgf. of themselves anc
of their motives. The genuine Mysteries
are open to all, because anyone having
experience enough can understand that
basic Message. To close the human
:1*;jnd in order 10 protect it from outside
circumstances that are hostile, is not a
way to discover that within oneself which
1s most profound, but a return to a
s:iausuup'rmbi; mother %hu will even-

raally smother the chi [" If, as 1s
claimed, the Gods are kind and They

are all things, then why does the rwen-
teth century witch run so rapidly away
from them in the practice of the * age
old Craft”? In fossilised superstitious
tradition there are t:-m'uu:iu Secrets
hidden, secrets folded within the most
mediocre belief and action. Tf’luu, greal
secrets, secrets of the soul and of destiny,
ar¢ only apparent in the open lLight, not
in the illusionary world of Ye Olde
English Wiccen. If the witches are to
survive then the religion must undergo
some violent and radical changes
Changes thar will open the ritual for
examination, so that the spiritual content
may be clearly seen. Changes that must
kick over many sacred cows fo see
whether these old cows still give milk

The inherent philosophy of the Craft
was always Hwd, and fluid it must
become again before it gasps its last
breath under a heap of musty nonsense,
half - baked
Witches cannot retreat from the world
any longer, there is no room !L‘- us 1In
this society unless we have sometiung
valid to offer it, and ;ur*i.‘llndt.. in its

theology and phulosophy

social evolution
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