Australia’s head witch uses
the device (left) as his letter-

head. It is the seal of the
Craft of the Wicca. Wicea
is an Anglo-Sarxon word
which means "'wise" and
fram it the word witch
iz derived. Witcheraft
thus means the craft or
the art of the wise.

N Sydney recently a young
man and a girl, bath

nude, jumped hand 1n

hand aver a broomstick held by two

others within a “magic" circle traced
with the point of a ritual kmife.

They were self-styled witches per-

But they claim their practices are now
directed toward good, not evil

ed 1o be an almost benign and socially
acceptable art, Its devotees say that the

sidered socially '.'u.:l..'::‘piJ.hh.‘, juvenile,
in bad taste or irrcligious, depends
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in it is Anton Miles, a 49-year-old
Englishman. Miles earns his living as
a decorator and house painter, and
has studied the occult in Europe, the
Middle East and Asia He became a
Buddhist about 10 years ago, and in
1953 founded the first Buddhist so-
ciety in Queensland. Later he return-
ed to Asia, and travelled and studied
in Thailand. On his own account.
be studied witcheraft and magic dur-
ing his Eastern travels.

Later still, he returned 1o Britain.
His interest in the occult had dated
from childhood, and in 1959 he at-
tended a coven or meeting of witches
in Watford, North London, that last-
ed two and a half months. He return-
ed 1o Sydney in August, 1959, and,
according to himself, the revival of
the cult in Sydney dates from then.

Mectings in the nude

Miles insists that his witcheraft is
nothing like that of blood sacrifices
and orgies. To quote his own words,
‘I find witchcraft in its Proper sense
I5 @ means of establishing harmony
between man and the natural laws
Witchcraft is the oldest form of re-

ligion known to man, It is hased on
fertility rites.”

The group of witches on which
the rites centre is known as a coven,
and, dccording to Miles, a3 coven
should consist of not less than 13
witches. There can be more,

There is a circle and a small “altar™
in the centre, No more than 13 may
be within the circle, though a greater
number may stand around oulside,

Miles says, “Wiiches meet in the

nude partly because it's tradition
partly because it's one of the things
that help us overcome the inhibitions
of life, and partly because we think
there cannot be mental freedom with
out physical freedom.

“Nudity is not difficult
nothing licentious aboutr us, It's all
done in a patural way., If an iniliate
cannol accept nudity, he or she can
not go further. ™

Miles says the witches' altar is con
secraled, but the secrecy enjoined on
him by the cult forbids him (o sav
how. During ceremonies. a candle i
it and incense is lit from the candle
Wine and cakes are placed on the
altar, these two being symbols of
nature’s productivity.

Initiates are questioned by a mas-
ter witch (who can be of either sex)
scaled on a cushion placed within the
circlee. They are asked these three
questions:

. Do you wish to be a witch,
practise the craft and atrain witch
powers?

2. Do you promise to respect the
craft and its teachings?

3. Do you promise to learn the
craft and (o keep secret all that which
you are forbiden to reveal?

When the ‘candidate has answered
“1 do™ 1o all questions, the first “eso-
teric secret” is revealed to him (or
her).

Three objects feature in the initia-
tion as practised in Sydney. They
dre a knife, a cord and a small candle
The knife is handed to the initiate as
a “symbol and working tool.” The
knife must have a point and cutting
edge and is used, among other things,
For scratching the circles in which the

There's

es are held,

[he cord is around the

placed
ihate’s neck as a symbol that he or
ihe i1s bound to the unswerving servics
“the master.”
Ihe small candle is held by the in
lale and hit from the candle on the

ar. At the same time. the initiate
» Commanded o “take the flame. for
t1s the symbol of the witch's power.”
The Initiate is then marked with a
crsonal mark, often with charcoal,
ind admitted to the coven, The mark
Mnay represent a circle or a snake

Maoking lucky charms

lhough there are no rules against
‘nnking, Miles says that Australian
witches rarely drink beer or spirits
SWeet wine is usually drunk at covens
‘nd not much of that. (In this they
'csemble one English group of witches
In which the rule is that only sweel
wine may be drunk and not more
than two glasses at z meeting. )

One of the harmless activities of
Australian. witches s making Jucky
charms. One of the charms used in
Australia is an arrangement of three
Picces of wattle—regarded as special-
ly powerful, There are no “ewil
spells,™

wriIChcﬁ TEI"-EL' I]U‘]'II H.'f"i'l.i_is]_'lh IO
clderly people, and all classes and
many walks of life are represented.

. The girl next to you may be a
Wilch,” says Miles. “There is nothing
“Pparent to indicate it.”

He likes the story of a Sydney
Model (a witch), who went plong Lo
O TV station for an sudition. As a
lucky charm, she wore her witch’s
Cord tied to her shoulder strap, and

Ihe pairing rite of Australian witches
entails jumping over a broomstick
within a magic circle which has been

traced with the |hrirlt of a knife.
he 15 convineed thatl this charm was
responsible for the success of the au-
dition Al the same 1m other
witches 1n Svdnev stood m chalk
circles and cast “good” spells 1o help
her 1m ner QUEesT.

All this 15 far removed from such

uropean manmifestations of witcheraft
as the Kilhing of a baby and the strang
rll-"g I!f il ]-"I_'I"l

Miles has revealed that at covens
a sex symbol 15 prominent on the
altar in the circle. During the rites,
the presiding witch stands at the altar,
on which are the cakes and wine, sym.
bols of productivity

I he presiding witch raises his hands
and says—

Glory, glory and naked be,

Worship the symbol that is thee.

Sacred the nakedness that is man,

Sacred the glory that is Pan.

A little later, he calls on the as-
sembled witches to recite the three
characteristics of a witch which are
the simple life, no inhibittons, and
the quest of witch powers,
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An old German print showing a gathering of witches in the seventeenin
century [above) emphasises the medieval origin of witchcraft, so does
cowl, reminiscent of a Middle Ages monk's habit, now worn by head Aus
tralian witch Anton Miles, who says modern witches are not malevolent
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Self styled “the Beast.™ Aleister Crow-

lew

black magic masses.
puted

was reviled for his orgies and
Five of his re-
mistresses  commitied sulcide,
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Opening of a witcheraft exhibition in the Cotswold village of Bourton on the
violent dissension among the residents. Councillors resigned, mothers starts
and the parish council tried to closa the shaw down. Residents were espec
ayer the realistic reconstruction of the witch goddess Tanat's temple, on the
which lay a model of an almost nude young priestess [right]. Villagers also
grotesque, white-gowned, herned ged in human form complete with goats ! bove)

to believe that they have a double per- A newspaper of the day reported, rucularly proud

sanality male and f[emale | hey “The thing that has most shocked L comcidence, Anton Miles |
are forced 1o ahandon social and detectives who have spent maonths ey long ago, but entu
moral conventions Stucly ETOLps iT uhln_l." the Satamists 15 the fact that | les hamsell | PO T L DOk Yy 3

of wiichecralt, occultsm and demono- people ol culture, education
logy are held for members. ind social standing have unterly de

wealth,

'*'-'._"fr wis the san ol siricl

In March, 1956, there were reports
of police investigations into black
masses and olher devil-worshipping
ceremomies which had taken place in
uxurious Svdney homes, Aliases such
as “Lucifuge” and "Satanachia” and
MNebirog” were said to mask  the
Ilji."!l'.lfr_"- 1,'15 Pli.!llllﬂl.'r!l, Cllizens '..lph_h
had taken part in depraved rituals
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Head of the magical Golden Dawn
MacGregor Mathers (above) sued Crowley
when he started a rival arder, Golden Dawn
. members wore the horrific habit (at lefi).

pased thémseives n arguastic
patherings.’

lhese depths of occult depravity re-
called (2nd sull recall) a sinister witch-
craft figure in England, 3 man whose
evil genius and influence wrecked the
lives of many others, This was Aleis-
ter Crowley, known as the wickedest
man in the world, a title of whach he
i B

N
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rtual mist parents. His fathe

DrEwWEry, and, begquealne
L 40,000, a large fortune

mé Crowley inhented 1 A

5 Demng the wickedest man i
rid,” he was cultured, a lover «
and a brave and skilled moun
He embraced witchcralt ear
e and practsed
wsly thereafter
m Crowley's witchcraft altars tl
oo .'|F1ll'|"|.'1|5 |'1|"'-"|ll‘|.I freely,
f occasions the police ol
ince.
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N 0f sacrificing human victums

dlander action failed

owley married twice, and both
wWives enlered insane asylums. He
4550C1ated with literally hundreds ol
women, before, during and aflter hus
[Wi marriages, and dozens ol children
were born of these haisons
Jnee Crowley brought an
' slander against the publishers ol
book which described some of his
dctivities. He lost the case, and onc
ol 1he reasons could have been that
¢ was unable 10 comply with his
“Ounsel’s request that he produce 1two
People 1o testify to his good charactes
Crowley wrote poetry, some of it
‘ddressed 1o the zod Pan, and on the
strength of it regarded himself as Eng

v Lo
i

italy and Germany suspecled

Artist Rosaleen Norton st one time
<aid she was a priestess of a wiilch
cult which in Kings Cross, Sydoey,
devoled much (ime (o portrayal of

occult subjects. Arntl crifies pralsed
her drapghtsmanship, were less happy
aboui its mther barbaric content.
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Oxford Raoul Loveday
took vows which made him
one of Aleister CNT:.{:
disci Loveday's

ﬂmﬂﬂ: worldwide scandal.

Strange ritual killing on St. V2

land’s greatest living poet. He also
claimed to be a great painter and the
philosopher of an zll-powerful religion
which would replace Christianity.

He illustrated some of the teners
of this religion on the walls of the
villa he occupied for a time 1n Cefaly,
Sicily. His wall paintings featured
both demons and humans and repre-
sented, according 1O one visitor, “every
kind of sexual act in every conceiv-
able position.” When he was expell-
ed from Italy, the police ordered that
the walls be whitewashed.

One of Crowley’s amusements &t
Cefalu was to sacrifice animals. Visi-
tors <aw a cat Killed in a witcheraft
ritual, and a goat slaughtered on the
stomach of one of Crowley's women,

Crowley's lile was largely devoled
to perpetrating horrors of a deliberate

Chief quest at the Sheffield wedding of Pat

Thirty-seven years ago VRS
Cefalu, Sicily. Tt was alleged that he died froi
killed, Epstein model Betty May (left) accused
Ultimately the Italian po!
of occult sexual subjects he had executed o

killing Loveday.

Al T
s
Loveday's body was

and very highly informed kind

On the other hand, in the Eur
of today there are still horrors |
perpetuated that are rooted in
supersbibons, gnorance and o
of the ages.

The classic example of this in
cenl imes was the murder of Chas
Walton, aged 74, of Lower Quinl
m Warwickshire, eight miles
Stratford-on-Avon. Walton was n
dered on February 14 (St Valent
Day), 1945,

Walton, a labourer. was foun
scven o'clock 1n the evening in a fi

under an ocak tree and close 10 2 hed

he had been Lidying. His hillhook
been dniven into his chest and his

was held 1o earth by his two-pronge

pitchfork. On his throat was

1
in the shape of a cross

Dawson and Arnold Crowther was the leader of

the 400 witches in England and Wales, Gerald
Gardner, whe blessad the couple with his own

Instead of a bouquet the bride

magic wand.

carried a magic wand more than 200 year: old.
Both bride and bridegreom are trained witches.

>

hor wrse to the village cemetery at

the blood of a cat rituall)

led witch Alcister Crowley of
‘ Crowley and ordered paintings
h his ville to be whitewashed,

ne’s Day

'wo thmnes about Wal
The st was the “sign
an his throat, a symbol
iraditional witcheralt In
The other was the aate
s Day o the
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1o investigating police, bul
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It was SuUggesicd that Ol
4 died so that his blood

ilise the fields, 1he method

pomnted 1o this

the bard-hecaded men wWho
called m Irom Scotland
ved the idea. But as mnvestl-
vere hampered by silence and
-orn save way to doubt, and
.ame of them at least, doubt
Colance
of the ablest detectives |
came 1o the conclusion thal
valton had been a Viclim of a ntual
y -ﬁ'-..':.-ll murder

Detective's long vigil

«ure is one of the detectives that
Walion wWis the viclm ”T. wilcherallt
hat every M Valentuine's Day for
vears he has gone 10 _l_nu-._-J Quinton
hoping that some Pernaps small bt
spgnaficant ~jrcumstance or happemng
-.-.-LI| -epral itsell and so pul him on the
rrack of the killers

[here, then, are the three types ol
witchcraft — the new cult of Sydney
i le deliberate i.ll.‘]‘l‘ll.':.lt'll.ﬂl.‘lp‘!.-' of men
«ich as Crowley, which may still not
he dead in Britain, and the traditional
».;"..Lh‘c: #HfL‘hﬂ;lﬁ aof the pcasaniry ol
the Old Wworld and Latin Amenca,
which £ stll very much .||I‘-jr.‘.

perhaps the important thing to re-
member is that they haove a common
root #
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BLOOD FLOWED FREELY
ON CROWLEY'S ALTA

What Crowley called the “Mark of the
Beast” was branded on his women.
He insisted that women should be
bought and sold like commoditics.

Both Crowley's wives entered insane
asylums because of his treatment of
them. His first was Rose Relly
(above left), His second, (right),
painted by Crowley, was Maria de
Viramar, a dull-looking Nicamaguan.

An insatiable appetite for women was
one of Crowley's characteristics. Leah
Faesi (above left) was his favourite,
staying with him for hive years. 'L[‘mua_
lev constanily referred to Edith Y
(right) as “the Mother of God.”
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“Women,” said Crowley, “should be
brought around to the back door like
milk.” These women are standing be-
fore the rocky hill to which Crowley
hanished the disciples who erred when
thev were at the Abbey of Cefalo.
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