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HE jackdaw sits on
her left shoulder
because he prefers that
side. He looks a know-
ing little bird, and his
beady, button eyes are
bright with secrets.

He pecks sharply at her
pendant ear-rin like a
man getting angry be-
cause his telephone call
n't gone through.
says “Witch? Of
course I'm a witch. I prac-
e witchcraft because |
only True Religlon.

Mrs. Sybil Leek gestured
at the trappings of her per-

suaslon: a cauldron sitti
by the door of he
antique ~"H]) a broomstick
up against the wall, a black
cape and hood hanging on
a peg

Respeded

8|

ocen:

centre

green

ne High Stree
is a celebrated witch,
Letters—and there are
hundreds of them—reach her
\addressed simply “ The Witch,
'New Fores

Fillet of a fenny snake,
In the cauldron boil and bake;
Eye of newt, and toe of frog,
Wool of bat, and tongue of dog,
Adder’s fork, and blind-worm’s

sting,

Lizard’s leg, and howlet’s wing,

For a charm of powerful trouble,
Fire, burn; and, cauldron,

bubble.

—Act IV, Scene 1, Macbeth.

ANTHONY CARTHEW

At the moment she is falrly sound sinister, but her casual
angry about an American manner of introducing spells,
called Dr. Rossel Hope Rob- incantations, herbal brews,

who told a meeting of the  goats’ feet and the Devil into
h Assoclation that witch-  her normal conversation

does not exist and has In the perfectly ordinary
nf\rr existed. setting  of jewellery and

I wouldn't like to be in Dr.  second-hand books with titles
Robbins' scientific boots. He e The Home Handyman and
may have explained the whole  History of Hampstead Cricket
curlous phenomenon aws Club, here was a woman for
a bit of silly, whom the Middle Ages exist
history, but as today and her to-
running the risk of having a  morrow.
nasty spell put on him,

His case comes up at the

Booming

next meeting of the coven, and  *
his ears may well do more
than burn, And she s not isolated in
He may be a brillant her beliefs.  Witchery in
Britain is boom: T’H"r are
four covens in the New r

alone, and Mrs. Lee
the: are about 600 covens
ng in these isla
Mrs. Leek follows the cul
“white witchcraft,” that is
aft for good. She is
ch agatnst black maglo
in the past
three years, horribie people. all
those orgie: uite wrong "
see the A\(lr.u(mn
your soul to the
s. Leek witcheraft s Devil k becaine 1k has obvious
. complete and Material advantages
he talks about it Her coven, which has the
Ik about spiritual- traditional 13 witches (women)
r the Church of and warlocks (men) meets in
the New Forest every Lesser
s Nature. For her, Sabbath moon)  and
ls and incantations to the ter 8 v Eve,
Fire God and the Earth God Hallowe'en).
are the equivalent of prayers Each meeting Is at a differ-
The clearing in the forest is but the members of
t , claims Mrs. Leek,
r des- never communicate with one
and so she worships the  anothes ther by letter or

like Buddnism and Mohamed.
ome from witchcraft.

clements, word of mouth. 105 all done by
Wi ghtened me was not thought-transf says
Py i whole thing  Mss. Leck. all 13 think ing ‘of
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.ckdaw and a cauldron by the door.’ Mrs. Leek admits there's witchery afoot.
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wation to the God of Fings
Her {amly react surprisingly
Her husband, Briam,
a beard and an #x=
of guiet resignation,
ply: “Look at it this
rather have her on
han against me.™
12-vear-0ld son Jullan
picture Jast
a witch
i cauldron in
The capllon Was.
Mummy at work™
Byt though yvou might glggle
hit it i5 as well not Lo Lake
tles with Mre. Leek 5She
made 4 fairly clear to me
that she expected this to bé a
reasonable article,
As you may know™ ahe
id. = we have this system of
sticking pins in effgles of
neople we might want lo get
L. Sandstone and spli make
e best effigies,
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