® After he:rmg rumours of st
and ft rites a S
News "’ team went out to investigate. Last ni 1! n
a dark glade in the Cheshire countryside nel‘ hh
from Manch they ded the ight |
initiation of a witch. On the left, blindfold and with
their hands tied behind their backs, are Stan Royle, |
plcture editor lack Abell, and reporter David Duffy.
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ng black magic”

Amazi
rites on Cheshire Ilillside

“DEAD MAN" COMES TO LIFE, JOINS WITCHES
SHOCK 'CHRONICLE-NEWS'
PROBE: CLERGY ATTACK

By DAVID DUFFY
F{)I\ more than 45 fantastic minutes I sat blind-
fold, with my hands tied behind my back, and
listened to the chant of a high priest as he mltmted
a witch into his coven.
Burning incense penetrated the midnight air and
chill wind swept the hillside at Alderley Edge, the
famous Cheshire h(auly spot. It was the * Festival
of the Full Moon.”

Only feet from where I was sitting—the very spot
where the Wizard of Alderley pracmed his ancient
cult centuries ago—was a magic circle surr ounded by ||
lighted candles, shielded from the wind with ferns.

In the centre of the magic

circle la 3 ting t
5oy Poad manr te was | ALDERLEY EDGE

swathed in a white sheet, his
 covered by a golden mask
On his chest lay a sword, a
wand, and a thigh bone said t
be that of a Knight Templar. \“"“f“' Jad it e &'Dlnﬂ on,
Near by the head of a steel spear|We_had lo agree first be
\l)lmdfoldcd
pierced the ground. ol s 5 Yorimll e
This was the amazing scene TRt (b b nlu;\]; but
!hc hmh PL’l:l‘lwxauw they are secref
ders—gave|cannot  allow ¥
e L m\ Pliastord 1o be AU o witaes
: Even our hands were tied in||
st eerle shadows as|case we were tempted to pull
H way " the blindfolds and ‘see
and 1s now @ witch. what Sanders and his friends
.

rs to| During the “ceremony”
S ribed himsel

perform magi Sangers, who des | himselt
2 as *Higl st,” e a
I challenged Sanders, who T\ 53oparic tongue: FE

can reveal has been practising
§ it %l rung and the Initiate repeated
it heraft rituals on the Edge| TV T8 e o BT
initiate ‘Then, “after “thelr g

it Nith rotect him|Summoned from the four points
fronany Hidicule fmm his family|9f the compasg, lgx"icﬂ"’ ey

z i
and friends,” he sai the knite,a sword, a wand, and a
arhead.
The vow of PSuddenty. 1t -was - over.
. initiate rose and lit a C\g‘nllt
allegiance Then Sanders talked of how
‘marriage to

S he sacrificed his
® On a siope at Alderley Edge a * dead man” fakes part in o JUABLIER In company with| practise witchcroft,

¢ initiation ceremony . . . dressed in white, wearing ang giot e . Sian, Rovla
Gl sk o pictres of -Gt ana godisss i s hed B4 Pis e wo bl Ve Power to
nd fect, and a sword, spearhead, and bone n/a l\mth Templar pendersons at Alderioy Bdge. -

on and near his * body” Before the ceremony and in|cast spells

“()LR marriage went on the
rocks almost overnight.
My wife objected to me worship-
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craft is all I important to me. ‘We

do pe ‘magic and have the

cr lo clst syel.ls but we do
h rm to anyon

nders, an’ odd-job

Turn to Back




® Candles
Sanders
make a “

;

dead man” a witch,

burn around the magic circle a:[llxuh Priest
pes hase of the initiation
bl o ,ln the background the Edge.

ceremony to

~ WITCHES’
'~ CEREMONY

| & Continued from Pagel

Manchester _library, lives in
|lodgings in Oldham  Road,
| Newton Heath,

| e Through _our
| eult, which has its origin 5,000
years ag we try to seek a
peaceful mind. I have been a
| witch since I was seven, my |«
Priestess

On N
| Festival of the Yule,

| Sanders,
|Who now has 10 witches in his
coven, says he plans to marry
High Priestess,” a 32-year-

nan from Nottingham

“We would be married by
|ancient ritual” he said.

Back to the

Jsixfeenth century

| AFTER  reading this report
£ Rev. C. A Shaw, vicar
e

immediately
complete and
| “From

ing
aken place
the ~16th
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hink there is a strong
psychological influence behing
the people who practise witel.
craft. They hildren ' who
have not “grown ‘up and ‘e
looking for an outlet”
The Rev. J. A, Dean, minister
of Bramhall " Congregationa]
(urch, said : “1 feel the prac |
{ising of witcheraft is misguldag
[It may be a modern way of
2 a new sensation, byt
| their feelings have run awes
Wwith their reasoning.”
ford, Roman Catholie.
The practice s
Bupld and in these  modern,
lL’,es I cannot see any sense in
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