ﬂ-Heahng, Survival, Reincarnation:
~_ Are Among Their Beliefs
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u..;.,l)l' G. B, Gardaer Is 2 male

~writch, The term “wilch™ was
Sapplicable to cithey wex, ke
L pok out, Wica, from which
it Iy derived, meant (be “wige
00",
' _A_m:mba' ol one of the few
r'frt:mmmng wilches' covens in the
“countey and a dicector of the
Museum of Witcheralt and Magic
Lo the Iste of Man, popularly
~knowrn a2y the Wilches Mali,
.Gardner 1s & distinguished anthro-
.pologist who 13 regarded as an
gxpert oa the ancient cull.
Lo+ “This may be the first time thal
& public explanation of the belicfs
and religion underlying witcherall
(hax been given, from sympathelx
pcmn:al coalacts with those who
hold .those beliefs and  praclise
lfu.l religion,”™ declared Gardntr

" OLD REIJGIO‘Q

R 2 .Wltcbcnft was one of the oldest

‘knawn religions in . the world,

;dxtm; from the: Stone Age, be
ted oul.

. Alibough witches bhad no
-.boohotl.llcoloﬂ and it was
]:npquihh to gay what their

beliefs bad been, it was
,...u-ﬂttﬁ that they believed in a
W Jifs and probably in kin-
*‘h,_'trpwuhaqlmnh,n jdea which
2 antedated Darwin's ﬂun-r:u h:r
'*a.-tﬂonnndl o!q‘ﬂm* R -
ﬂ!’dﬂm also had 1 trldltinn uf
Imushbfp and kindness 10 animals,
-*‘-‘-Wlld'tu accepted belief in many

;_l"odl thg Inf;( f.{L'lt nch:h:.ri
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witches were answered by -a
bone Spiritualst ASSOcmhon

idquarters on Wednesday last wecek.

Dr. |

f
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knew Ihe Lu-Ja names one be-

longed lo Lhe cull.

Dr. Gardner denied emphatically
| thal the reason for the conceal-
ment of the gods' names way thal
they were devils' names  Some
were kaown in Cellic mythology,
althaugh as rather, shadowy per-
W0OnaAgcs, \Vl[i."itf.}ih*nr pr’%Cl'-Cd-
their true nature and attributes

Ooe of the witthes' mam articics
of faith was reincarnation. The
dead went to the domain of the
gods, a2 * summeriand ™ or Spirit-
palistic paradise, a place of leam-
ing and regeacration.
They stayed there umtil they
yere purified and fil {0 be re-
borr. [No one was rebom auntil
they had purged. their sins u.i
mﬁttob-:nbom. b e ety
' Using, magic. won;lully wu 34
hu.vy 5 wcordmg to the wi‘tchu..
:odc o
The Mighty Ones™ were tc-
g:rdcd 23 the souls of the Wica
who bad reincarnated many Lmes }
and altained the stalus of. demi-

gods who did not n:nd an)‘ furthcr
Im:s on carth.

AFTER IJFE

lawers (o Jive a good life in the
hopes ‘of achicving a f;u'our:bia-
| place in the afterlife” e

Umaliy.\mtchu prayed 10 be re«
born. into their owa tribe or clm
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famans:t Joved ones.
Witches did not cooceive of the |

s@lbu all pnﬁ‘prﬂsk m;r-;oda-

The wilch faith mlpkcd 11: fol«_ ks
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It was quite unirue that w:lf:h-cs
required new converls Lo renounce
their previous rr.h;,um:. They quite
understood someone’s Worshipping
maore gods than ene,

Witches were ollén mecused of
piofaning or paredying the reli-,
gious rites of oumrs. partﬂ:uhrly{
of celebrating 2 * Black Mass” in
which Christian practices  Were |
ridiculed and homage pud {o the
Devil.

What some I-Chaurs [;ulﬁd 1.
geasp was that for wilches 1o pefe
form " Black Mass" would be
completely fulile unlesg they were
good enough Christians to belieye
in lransubstantiation. .

NOT CHRISTIANS

The Wica were not Christians nt]
all. - There would be no point in
their insulting a ' piece of bread and
such a procecding would be mean:
mglm fcom the standpoint of both
magn, and invetied religion.;

 There, was 2. wilch ccrrmnny
C:llled the ** Cakes and ‘Wine,”
“Vwhich cakes and wine were l_".llciscd
and eaten.:’ That might be an
initation of the Christian * 521;5-::" ;
or’ Jove feast, although It
probably much older:

Anyway, it-was guite

- to relxx and bave

after = tm; ntur

ﬂ"-““' ':. P e : : ’*-H
Tht;a WAS 1O suggc:l tihe

cakes were. tumed info
blood ok anything clse. . There, mm*
no crucifixes, inverted'ar othenyisee
:lnd no ,mock sermons. 'Ih & Was

mu or}:mu:tc la d-p-wi};
18 I.ll;ll'n"*
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