ALAN WHITTAKER penetrates the secret world of a growing ¢

HE horned skull of a long-dead

impala leered from the rough
stone wall above the oltar. Four
candles, arranged round the edge of
a circle drawn on the floor, Hlung the
grotesque shadows of leaping figures
' on rhe heuvil;,r curtoined windows.
Then, as incense drifted in sluggish

puffs, the figures stopped dancing and a
."'.-‘U:{-.':.—..H-‘J woman, naked except for a
silver girdle and bracelets, held alo¥t
a sword and led a strange chant.
“Blessed be the Great Goddess,” she
intoned,

Then she knelt by the altar clutching
a crystal ball and a black-handled
dagger . .
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Discreetly the members of
the Isle of DMan coven begin
to arrive at the Wilsons' home Why then did she and her
in Malew-street, One by one husband work in the nude?
they climb the stairs to the ‘It helps to create the
Magic Room, focal point of all power of inner feeling—some
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magic and hold orgles
dont realise we
religious group.”

black cat-suit and a splendid
black cloak with a scarlet
lining. We called at & pub on
the way and no one gave her
a second giance

She told me she was born

where a wilch was burned
during the great purges of
the Middle Ages, Mrs. Wil-
son was asked to unveil it
She and her husband live
in an old raftered cottage left
themm by Dr. Gardner when

he died a few vears ago.

It is an eerie plare. packed
with books on the occult
swords, strange fertility
symbaols, old guns, dolls, Emd
a thousand and one items
peeomiat with what was

once known and dreaded as
tha Black ATt

From Gardner the Wilsons
also inheritead the 17th Cen-
tury Witches Mill, and a
museum devoted exclusively
to witcheraft and magic.
These constitute the commer-

———— = epmemm—— o= -

[r—

ceremonies.

They include civil servants,
doctors, teachers, professional
singers, a TV producer, and 3
psvchiatrist.

Many make the trip from
the mainland to attend the
most important ceremonies:
February Eve. the Spring
Feszstival, May Eve, the Sum-
mer Solstice, August Eve, the
Autumn Equinox, Hallowe'en
and the Yule Festival. Apart
from these the coven meets
regularly every month.

“Our kind of witcheraft

would call it auto-hypnosis,”
replied Mr. Wilson. “ When
we project our power to help
someone we feel very tired
afterwards.”

What kind of help can they
offer 7 “ We have proof that
members who have been ill
have recovered when we
have called a coven an
worked together on
behalf," said Mr. Wilson.

“It happened to my wife.
She was i1l and doctors diag-
nosed a complaint that
reguired an operation We
held a meeting and she was
cured.”

Said DMrs. Wilson: * That is
absolutely true. I could feel
the displaced part of my
body being restored to ils
praper place.”

I asked Mrs. Wilson if she
tould actually see things in
her e¢rystal ball i

“ Of course." she replied. ' 1
also have a witch's mirmor—

thair.

the glass is jet black—which |
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I must try some day. It s in
a showease at the museum.

Mr. Wilson said he could
not see anything in the
crvstal. *“ But my wife is a
medium and has remarkable
powers,"” he added.

What was the significance
of the impala head above the
altar in the Magic Room ?

“T1t Ats in well with the
atmosphere we itry to create
—1 picked it up for five bob
in a sale,” he said.

How many wiiches were
there in Britain ? " We know
of about 200, and alsg 20 High

Priestesses,”” he said. " But
there are many more whao
have no links with our
cogven,'

He explained that anyone
wishing to become a wilch
had to serve a year's proba-
tion. If satisfactorv, the appli-
cant was initiated into the
Craft and sworn to secrecy

“ There are many things we

e

cannot reveal to outsiders,
he said.
[.ater in the day I went

with Mr. and Mrs. Wilson to
the Witches' Mill and the
museum. Mrs. Wilson wore a
black cat-suit and a splendid
hlack cloak with a scarlet
lining. We called at a pub on
the way and no one gave her
a second ﬁ]ance.

She told me she was bomn
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The remarkable photos
above were laken

while Lady Olwen's
coven was In

session. She Is seen

on the left In her
cat-sult and cloak
outside the Witches MIl!

in what is now North Viet-
nam, that her parents were
French. and that she saw her ‘|
[ather murdered by Com-

munists in Hanol. She ks
French and Spanish, and sald
she could understand Ita
Portuguese, German an
Chinese,

She explained that she first
met the late Dr. Gardner

when he was working in the
Far East and building up his
large collection of mystic
amblems and swords.
She became interestad
sorcery and later G
told her she was far
advanced ﬂ;\ the t?lbt:th
ould ever ho .
et '%hat s w‘hp; he left us ti
mill and his house,”’ she said.
“ Before we moved to the
island we lived in Perth and
Gerald often visited us.

Respect

“He was a marvallous
man. On his last visit 17
witches from all over Britain
came to the coven to gshow
their respect for him."

And on that curiously
touching note, I took my
leave,

To the ordinary person the
Wilsons' pre-occupation with,
and faith in, spells and
sorcery 1§ utterly absurd. But
more and more people are
being drawn into witcheraft.

Some are disillusioned by
the modern church and find
the coven &an exciting and
stimulating alternative.

Others may hope to gratify
some sexual urge in the
orgies practised by many of

the covens.

For despite the fact that
all covens profess to be
“ white "—meaning they work
only for the benefit of others |
—there is little doubt that
black magie, or devil wo

{s also on the increase.
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