ADVENTURES OF THE MIND, PART 3, by Richard Whittington-Egan: A thousand people in Britair

today claim to be active followers of witchcraft.

“Witchcraft is a religion.’

It is not, they insist, an excuse for orgies.

+ declares a 1963 housewife, “‘the oldest religion in the world . . .”

it oaiEy .. BUT

On a vast wall of rock in the dark
depths of a subterranean cavern in
southarn France is tha portrait of a god.
The oldest god in the world. Older
than the Bible, Older than Egypt.
Older than Babylon.

Painted on the rock is a weird,
primitive pictura of a bsarded man
His body
is wrappad in tha skin of a wild animal,
antlers sprout from his head.

The portraitis at least 10,000 years old.
Yot a little old lady recently received me
in & country hospital amid the peaceful
fields of Hertfordshire and solemnly
declared, “"That same god is being
warshipped by witches in Britain today.”

with largas, staring ayas,

HE [ragile higure in a pale green dressing

Eown—a brown mohair shawl tocked
behind her head, a white woolly blanket
wrapperd around her legs—had the agcless
tranquillity of 2 woman on the far side of her
hundredth tarthday. Her eyes were bright
and alert in a face with all the mellowness of
carcfully preserved parchment

This was Dir. Margarcet Alice Murray, one of
the modern world's greatest authorities on
the mysteries of witcheraft,

It was in 1921 that Dr. Murray, already a
distinguished Egyptalogist and one of the
first women dons at London University,

10 CLUES TO WITCHCRAFT
1. HOW TO SPOT A WITCH

Look for @8 man or woman with a
bracelet on their wrist. It is likely to
be farge and wide, made of silver,
bronze or coppar and will have waird
signs and symbols engraved on it.

published a book with the harmless-sounding
title, The Witch Cult In Western Furope,
Before its  appearance, historians  had
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Patricia Crowther, present-day witch

thought of witches as an interesting but
umimportant body of hystencs and ecoentrics.
But Dr. Murray caused a sensation by
suggesting that this view was as false as the
popular idea of them as the hideous old crones,
who, with their pointed hats, broomsticks,
hlack cats and evil spells, were the legendary
villainesses of fairy-tales.

The witch cult, she said then, was really the
survival of a pre-Christian religion as old as
man. Farty-two years later she sat in her
hospital room and still insisted, "1t must be
the oldest religion in the world. It goes back
to the Old Stone Age—and beyond that, to
the very beginning of things, . | .*

The cave painting in southern France is at
the Caverne des Trois Frires near Aridége. "It
is essentially a religious drawing,” explained
Dr. Murray. "It is of a man dressed ritually
to represent the beast-god. He is performing
a magical fertility rite, a sacred dance which

2. THE GREEN MAN

If your local is a real old inn. or is on
the site of an old one of the same
name, and is called The Green Man,
then it is probable that the Horned
God of the Woods was once
worshipped in your districe.

he belicves will increase the numbers of the
animals he hunts.

“Nobody has ever been able to trace the
path by which he first came to be worshipped
in Hritain. But we do know that he was
venerated as Amon in ancient Egypt and as
Pan, the woodland goat god, in Greece. Here
in Britain he acquirerd many different names,
like Herne, Old Hormie, Puck, the Green Man
and Old Nick."

; The shade of the Horned God of the Woods
!lngm om in the name of many an old country
inn called the Green Man, and to this day the
l:gerfd l:»_[ _He:mn the Hunter survives. An
awc-inspining spectral figure, crowned with
gigantic stag’s horns, he is still reputed to
roam the lealy glades of Windsor Great Park.

Most of the time he 15 invisible, hut when he
is seen his appearance is said to herald a
calamity for the Royal Family or the nation
He was reported to have been sighted just
before the outbreak of the First World War,
and again before the disastrons economic
crisis of 1931.

And we all know who Old Nick is!

“That,” said Dr. Muormay, "= a wvery
important point. You see, when the Christian
missionaries came to Britain they condemned
the Homed God whom they found the
Britons worshipping. They said he was a
false god, the enemy of the Christian God of
salvation, and they called him the Dewil."

And that is how the Devil got his horns,
cloven hools and tail. 0ld Nick is essentially
a British invention. Nowhere in the scriptures
will you find Satan described as looking
like that.

Dr. Murray always insisted that the ancient
witch cult was nof Satanism. Neither wasita

3. COVEN MEETINGS

If you five in an area where there
are prehistoric stone circles or
standing stones, and witchcraft is
practised in your district, it is
possible that the coven meets &t
these ancient sites. The time rites
are most Ilkely to take pilasce Is
at midnight on Hallowe'en (October
31). Candlemas (February 2). May
Eve (April 30) and Lammas (August T).

revelling in evil nor the practice of black
magic, she declared

“But remember,” she told me as 1 was
about to leave her hospital room, "1 have
studied the witch culf. 1 know nothing of the
people who claim to be witches today. You
must find yourself a witch if you want to
know any more.”

Finding a witch in Britain of 1963 15 not
wo difhcult if you know where to look.
Within two days of leaving Dr. Murray 1 was
having tea with thirty-two-year-old FPatncia
Crowther in a cosy grey stone house on a
windy hill above Shefhield.

Patricia claims to be ome of Britain's
thousand practising witches. She is certainly

4, SNAIL SHELLS

Snail shells stuck to trees by pins are
almost certain signs that a white
witch is at work. To rub a wart with
a live snail and then pin it To an osk
or ash tree is an age-old magical
formula for curing warts.

nothing like the traditional nutcracker-jawed
old hag of witch legends. She is tall, slender
and wears her golden hair long and loose-
flowing. Her husband, Amold, also admits to
being a witch and it was.he who first intro-
duced Patricia to witchcralt seven years ago.

“Amold took me to meet Dr. Gerald




Gardner who has a fascinating Witches
Museum at Castletown in the Isle of Man™
she explained. “Dr. Gardner is one of the
senjor practising witches in the country and
what he told me set me making inquiries.
"1 spon discovercd that Sunday newspaper

5. HOLEY STONES

Holey Stones, stones with naturaf
holes through them, have always
been regardsd as protection against
witches. In some placas there are
still cottages which put & number
of holed flints on their window-sills.
Wherever you find them you know
that witchcraft—and the fear of
it—has flourished.

stories of nude frolicking and sexual orgies are
just a lot of nonsense. At least, they are
nonsense il you are talking about real
witchcrait., The trouble is that lots of cranks
who just want to hold wild orgics try to justify
it by pretending they are practising witchcralt.
“"Yet witcheraft is a veéry real religion to
those who sincerely believe in it. It is a
religion with strong moral standards to live
up to—a wavy of life in which Fl:LI'E'I'IlE Camn
bring up children. Witches attend their
meetings as other people go to church.”™
Fatricia Crowther was converted to witch-
craft in 1956 and joined the Sheffield coven—
a coven being made up of thirteen members
[twelve witches of both sexss and a leader).
The coven now meets at her home.

“There we worship the Horned God and
the Moon Goddess Diana,” she said, *“'"We
believe they need our help as much as we need
theirs, because it is not a selfish religion. We
believe in relncarnation. We believe we must
practisc only good magic and not harm anyone
“Crar rites are old and secret. We do
naot speak of them becanse to speak
of our secret 15 o lose 1t Buot [
will tell you a little, Before &
mecting  everybody takea =
bath. It's a sort of symbalic
purification. Then T draw a
gircle mine feet nm dia-
meter using my witch's
knile or Athamé as it is
called. Alter that I
consecrate the water,
sprinkle the circle

and then perlume

it with incense. |1

step nto the circle

and  weloome- the
members in oDe by

ome. When we are all
gathered within it 1
perform the rites, The
pods are ealled up and

in winter there’s a
cauldron of fre.
"Woalways dance because
we believe that there's a
magic power in our bodies which
can be released by dancing and

gﬁt.k C It :F /’ZY'LM‘“’[LLE;' /?‘g"’s

O BROOMSTICKS

we whirl round and round till we are dizzy."

Patricia told me that in the old days one of
the dances which was a fertility charm for
ensuring good crops was performed Ly riding
astride a pole or hroom. The witches leaped
high into the air because they wanted the crops
to prow high. It was this nitual that gave
rise to the superstition that witches "Hew™ on
broeomsticks. Many of the old fertility dances
have survived to recent times. The dances

6. HILL FIGURES

in parts of the country giant figures
are cut oot in turl on the hiflsides.
Exsmples are the Giant of Carne
at Cerne Abbss, in Dorset, and the
Long Man of Wilmington in Sussex.
These are some representations of
tha Horned God.

—

round the village maypole and the Harn
Iance of Abbols Bromley, Staffordshire, arnc

two examples
The object of one of the witch-
craft nbes 15 to rase a cond

Photographed on
her hundredth

birthday. Doctor
Margaret Murray

of power within the circle, Omnce raised,
that power can be used to achieve various
magic purposes. In the darkest days of the
last war, when France had fallen and Hitler's
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invasion seemed imminent, a
great gathering of British witches
‘took place at a secret rendezvous
near the south coast. There they
raised a gigantic cone of power and
used it to direct the thought to
the Filhrer's bramm, ""You cannot
cross the sea. Yoo cannot cross
the sea. Mot able to come. Not
able to- come " The witches do
not claim  that they ~stopped
Hitler. All they point sut 18 that
‘he never even tried to cross the
Channel.

Usually the cone of power 15
directed 1o less ambibions ends.
Patricia Crowther told me of
witches who claim o summon
up pood weather, who cast spells
to obtain such possessions as

7. WITCH BOTTLES

Sometimes whan an old
coftage or building s
destroyed a bortfe is
found buried wnder the
door or by the hearth,
This shows t was once
& witch’'s home. The
bottle /s a witch bottle,
Fifled wrth wrine, pins
and hair, it was buried
by the witch's enemiaz,
who thought it would
tring fer trouble and
pain, and prevent her
from casting evil spells.

motor cars. But she talked of
such things with a smile,
“The meaning of witcherafl
goes deeper,” she said, It s
a wiy of life—for me, eertainly,
“I"'m not ashamed of anything
L do, Witcheraft is o beautiful
religion, 1 used to belong to the
Church of England. [ respect
and appreciate Christianity and
I acknowledge all religions, but
to me the cralt i something
timeless, apeless, real and goad.
We are worshipping the old gods
in the old way and from the
moment when | was initiated
it was as il something wonder{ul
had brushed against my soul.”
That is why Patricia Crawther,
the houwsewile, became Thelema,
high-priestoss of the nes-pagan
witch-cult, She has dedicated
her life to it In return she has
received, in ber own  words,
“Spiritual satisfaction and many
matenal benchts,
CAll sorts of people vou'd
REVEr expect am  witches-—
socTetaries, shop assistants, bnos
drivers, clerks, teachers, doctors,
houscwives, even a policeman.
D1 eourse you wouldn't know it
to ook at them. There's no sort
of witch mark like the warts and
things that the witch hunters
used to look for in the old days
of the persecution, though
Amald and [ both wear special
ngraved bracelets on our wrists,
ear 4 garter on my left
| That's beeause I'm the

high-priestess of our coven,”™

In the coarse of my researches
L learned of witches' covens in
London, Broghton, Nerfolk, the
Istke of Man, Yorkshire, the
Cotswolds, Lancashire and West
Country, Essex, Scotland and
Ireland,

I met other witches who
sharcd Patricia Crowther's belief
that theirs is the ancient religion
of joy. They said they were
proud to worship Natore and the
Life Force with gaicty, dancing
and [easting, ;

Christianity found witchemit
2 stubborm rival for many cen-
turics. Kings, queens and rulers
might pav lip-service to the new
god of the Christians, but for
hundreds of years the mass of
the people 5till clung obstinately
to the Old Heligion of their
ancestors, And i€ was not only
the simple, rusbe folk who
staved faithiul to it

One night in the year 1348 a
noble lady dancing in the arms
of King Edward 1[I suddenly
stumbled and turned pale;, She
had dropped  her garter. His
Majesty bent down, picked it up
and, l:IL'l.iiming “Honi soit aaed
tibal v femse’” (UEwvil be to kim
whe evil thinks"), (astensd it to
his own leg

History has seen the gesture
a5 the action of a gallant
monarch anxious to spare a

8. HORSESHOES

Because it is shaped like
the crescant moan, the
horseshoe placated the
Moonr Gaddazsof witchaes.
It was thus held ta be
fucky and to protect any
house which displayed it |
fram awil zpalis,

lady's blnshes, bot Dir. Margaret
Murray had another explanation,

"The possession of that garter
showed that the lady was a high-
priestess of the Old Religion, ani
by his act the Hing placed him-
sall in the position of the leader
of the witches., To commemorate
the event, he founded the Order
of the Garter, with a membership
of twentysix knights '

Today, led by the Queen, it
remains onc af the highest of all
knightly orders in  Europé.
Strange to think thatit may have
originated as a double coven
[twice 13 15 26) of the most high-
Lorn witches in the land.

In olden times the Grand-
master or Devil of the coven—
the man who, masked and wear-
ing ritual horns on his head,
represented the earthly incarna-
tion of the Homed God—was
known by many names, This
may have been o delibera
ftratagem o keep  his af
identity secret.  One of th
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VITCHES . .. BUT
0 BROOMSTICKS

| CONTINUED FROM PAGE 77

most popular names for this
Man:Devil was Robin, and quite
often Robia Hood,

Said Dr. Murmay, *Dressed in
Lincoln green, he was the Green
Man of the Woods."

As the Church grew in strength
and power, sa did the war it
waged against tho witches grow
in ferocity. By the middle af
the sixteenth century the witch
hunt was on with a vengeance.
The last witch to be executed in
Hritain was a3 woman called
Janet Home, barned at Dornoch
in Sutherlandshire, in June, 1727,

But witcheraft lived om, It
lived in the country witches,

2. IN YOUR CHURCH
An unaxpacisd place to
find clfues to witchcoriflt,
but churchas wars ona of
the few pilaces whare
masons, many of whom
befonged to the Old
Religion. could find
work, Sometimes thay
would lasve & mark of tha
OId Religion on the xly.
Such are many of rha
so-cefled meson's marks
gargayles, too, were
often carved [ike the
pagan Horned God.

wht practissd the so-called
white magic. Much of their
migEc wis A compound of herhs,
simples and credolity., They

could cure warts, tooth-ache,
infertility and even mick eattle

of the faith they inspired and it
often proved that faith, which
i5 said to be able t0 move moun-
tains, was able b remove warks.

You will still And white
witehes in Cheshire and Devon
and other rural corners.

1t is not only the Patmicin

10. WITCH BALLS

One Finds tham now
mostly in antigue shops,
thosa spharez of glais,
mostly green im coleur.
Thay used te ba hung
inside windows to warn
witches. You can still spot
the odd one serving itz ofd
purposs in out-of-the-
way cormers of Britain.

Crowthers, the Gerald Gardners
and the thousand other profess-
ing witches in Britain who keep
the cult of the witches alive,
Deep m the mind of every one
of ns there i3 a small and secret
FLI-EI‘.- where all the md.‘ic of
wishful thinking and make-
believe are jealously pressrved

NEXT MONTH:
The Secrets of Black Magic
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