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One of Britain’s leading
wiiches takes up the
cudgels to answer FATE
writer ALAN ELLIS

and other critics of the
Cult of the Wicea.

by
DOREEN VALIENTE
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AL'I‘HOUGH this is supposed

to be a free country, the
very existence of the witch cult
in Britain today arouses in cer-
tain people a state of near-
hysterical rage.

A typical example of this was
the article by Mr Alan J. Ellis
in the September issue of FATE,
quaintly entitled “Witchcraft —
The Facts”.

As I remarked in my letter to
Fate, printed in the December
1964 issue, witches seldom bother
to answer mud-slinging. We pre-
fer to treat it with the contempt
it deserves. However, when such
twaddle as that written by Mr
Ellis finds its way into the
columns of Fare, I feel that it
should have an answer.

Not that I think Mr Ellis's
article would make any impres-
sion upon people who have any
real inside knowledge of witch-
craft. In my opinion, they would
simply dismiss it as a piece of
cheap, sensational journalism.
Indeed, the weekend after the
article appeared, three of my
fellow - witches with whom,
according to Mr Ellis, I am at
deadly enmity and rivalry, came
in for a cup of tea. We discussed
the article, as I have also done
with representatives of two other
covens, with whom, according to
Mr Ellis, I am engaged in “fling-
ing curses” back and forth. I had
better not quote their unani-
mous comments on Mr Ellis’s
“inside information” verbatim;
but they can be summed up in
one word—"Poppycock !”

Mr Ellis has, however, one
piece of “inside information”
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As for the so-called “Devil believe in Satan (and as a
Dirt” that British covens are witch, neither do I). Nor did
alleged to be importing from he ever call himself a “warlock”
Germany, if anybody is really or ‘insist” upon anyone else
doing so they are being taken doing so. His biography by Jack

hands?
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‘Octagon Press, London, 1960),
is boldly entitled “Gerald Gard-
ner: Witch”. The facts upon this
point, as opposed to Ellis-type
“fact”, have been in public
print for years.

Why are the anti-witch fac-
tion so vociferous? If, as Mr
Ellis assures us, we witches who
were associates of old Gerald
Gardner are so smal] in num-
bers, laughable and pathetic,
what is all the fuss about? I
suggest the truth is that, far
from the Craft of the Wise being
a dying cult, it is very much
alive and on the increase—and
that’s what all the noise is
about!

The old Craft is dependent
neither upon Satan nor upon
Gerald Gardner. There are, to
My persona] knowledge, plenty
of covens who were nothing to
do with Gerald Gardner, and
today they are linking up and
increasing in membership, as
are the covens old Gerald him-
self founded.

A big help in this link-up has
been the “little news-sheet” Mr
Ellis informs Fare readers
about; rather late in the day,
as it was advertised in Fare
months ago! Its title is “Penta-
gram”; although he claims to
have studied it, Mr Ellis hasn’t
even got the name right.

With regard to his remarks
about British witches going to
America, why shouldn’t they?
There are already several covens
in America, stemming from the
British witch cult; and the old
Craft of the Wise survives in
rural parts of America, notably
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even as it does here.

Now. let Mr Ellis and all who
write like him get this and get
it straight. Witchcraft has sur-
vived hangings, burnings, tor-
ture, exile, and every kind of
terrorism; and what centuries of
persecution have failed to do,
any cheap little Smear-campaign
is certainly not going to accom-
plish.

The old pagan Craft of the
Wise is our religion; and today
we live in a country where
freedom of religion is a basic
human right. No sane govern-
ment of either party is going to
put the clock back by reviving
the old Witchcraft Act, So what
do the hate-merchants hope to
achieve by heaping abuse upon
people who have never done
them any harm? If they possess
any evidence of the wild
allegations they make against
witches, they should take it to
the police; and if they don't
then in my opinion they are
merely windbags, who should
be well and truly deflated.

What is the real truh about
witcheraft in Britain? Simply
that we witches are followers
of the old pagan traditions that
have been handed down to us.
Our rites may vary from one
coven to another, with regional
differences; but our basic beliefs
are much the same. Qur pagan
Horned God is far older than
the Christian idea of Satan. We
rigard the latter as an invention
of priesteraft, to fri hten )
into obedience. . i

The pagan dieties of the
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witches, the Horned God and
the Moon Goddess, are person-
ifications of the powers of
Nature. Through invocation and
worship, we seek to enter into
harmony with Nature, and thus
with the Forces of Life itself.
This is the deeper meaning
behind the idea of witchcraft
being a fertility cult, The forces
of Nature are the forces of the
Universal Life. To be in har-
mony with that Great Life is
to find wisdom and blessedness.

The tendency of modern
materialism is to cut humanity
off from our roots in Nature.
We humans ourselves are be-
ginning to realise this; .and this
is why the cult of witcheraft,
the Craft of the Wise, is on
the increase. Men and women
everywhere are seeking in the
man-made wilderness of '!he
present day for their lost birth-
right; lost, when they turned
away from Nature, the Great
Mother, to follow the path of
materialistic greed.

We believe that the powers
now called extra-sensory per-
ception are part of man’s
natural heritage, and we seek to
develop them. The word “super-
natural” is a misnomer. All
these things are contained in
Nature,

We believe that reincarnation,
too, is a law of Nature; and our
Goddess is also the Goddess of
Fate, or Karma as the Eastern
version of the Ancient Wisdom
calls it.

Our Sabbats are regular
religious festivals, in harmony
with the changing seasons of
the year, The Esbat is the
monthly meeting, held at the
full moon, the high tide of
psychic power.

How many covens are there in
Britain? I don’t know, and I've
been a witch for a good many
years; so I certainly don’t be-
lieve Mr Ellis does. Still less
does he or anyone else know tl_le
total number of individual wit-
col&sr‘wt all of whom are organ-
ised Ihto covens.

There is no such title as “Chief
Witch of Britain.” Most witches
I know have more wisdom than
to seek domination over others.
They have realised that the true
aim of magic is dominion over
oneself.

The Craft of the Wise is not
merely an interesting re;ic of t.he
past. It is a living religion, with
a part to play in the fut\:lre. Bgt
the only way that mankind will
have a future is by people learn-
ing to be tolerant towards each
other; to respect the liberty of
others to hold different ideas
from their own, and to Iollpw
different paths; to cease pouring
out hate-propaganda against
people of other religions, or
other races.

It is the witch-haters, not the
witches, who want to put the
clock back; because the future
holds no place for them.
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